
 

August 2020 

 

Dear Parents, Carers and Students 

I hope that this letter finds you, your families and loved ones are well. 

As you know we have been busy working with the reopening guidance, reviewing the 

risk assessment and protective measures to ensure that we are ready to open to 

students and staff safely next term. 

Our key principle has been to ensure the safety of our staff and students and to 

achieve this by reducing the movement and contact across the campus. We have 

therefore reorganised the school structure and timetable. Year groups will be 

bubbled and allocated to three separate schools which will have dedicated buildings 

and facilities. 

The three separate schools will be a Year 7 and 8 school, a Year 9 and 10 school 
and a Year 11, 12 and 13 school. Each school will have dedicated leadership and 
pastoral staff and teachers will, as much as possible, be allocated to teach within 
one school. Although, as the guidance allows, some staff will need to move between 
schools and bubbles to ensure expertise is utilised. 
 
We have used a range of strategies to support the reorganisation including changing 

the times of the day, staggered lunch and break times, increased some 

lesson/sessions times, reduced social time and we have regrouped some students.  

More specifically students in Years 7-9 will have longer lessons and students will be 
mainly grouped and taught in tutor groups. Year 10 students will also have longer 
sessions, but will be grouped in general ability bandings and will have a curriculum 
focused on English, Maths and Science in the main to ensure they are able to catch 
up and be ready to access option choices hopefully after a few weeks.  
Years 11,12 and13 students will have a normal timetable as we ensure that they are 
prepared for their examinations or settle into our sixth form. 
 
We hope that this emergency timetable will only last for a few weeks but we will 
make changes wherever they are needed, as the national picture changes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



To ensure that students and staff are prepared and ready for the start of the year we 
have put the following staggered start into place. 
 
On Friday 28th August we welcome Year 7 students only.  
On Tuesday 1st September Year 7 and we also welcome back Years 11 and 13.  
On Wednesday 2nd September Years 7, 11, 13 and we also welcome back Years 8, 
9, 10 and 12. 
 
This approach will enable us to ensure students new to the academy have some 
time to settle in and become acclimatised before other year groups return. We have 
then prioritised those in Year 11 and 13 next as these students will be expected to sit 
their examination this academic year and we need them to settle in swiftly and pick 
up their studies. We have developed a new curriculum offer for our students to help 
them to focus on returning to academic study, not only will this curriculum cover a 
significant catch up and assessment programme it also has dedicated time to focus 
on social, emotional and physical wellbeing, with lessons specifically on mental 
health, socialisation and reviewing learning.  
 
Following the latest advice we have decided to stagger the start and end times of 
different groups. Therefore the times for the academy and college including for 
induction (this is a change to previous information) are as follows: 
 

Academy Doors open Start time Finish time 

Year 7 8.25am 8.30am 2.45 pm 

Year 8 8.35am 8.40am 2.55pm 

Year 9 8.25am 8.30am 2.45pm 

Year 10 8.35am 8.40am 2.55pm 

Year 11 8.25am 8.30am 2.45pm 

College 

Year 12 8.35am 8.40am 2.55pm 

Year 13 8.35am 8.40am 2.55pm 

 
Following the government guidelines and directive we are expecting all students to 
return to school in full school uniform, we do recognise that some parents may have 
difficulties finding badges and ties and therefore these are available to buy from the 
school office during the first week. We will also be asking that on the days when 
students have PE that they come to school in PE kit, which they will wear for the 
whole day.  
 
To enable our kitchen staff to operate a staggered system across three schools and 

to reduce the amount of time students take in queuing and purchasing food, we are 

asking that as much as possible parents provide their children with a packed lunch, 

however a limited range of food will be available for students to buy each day and 

those who are entitled to free school meals will be catered for. Unfortunately again 

due to reducing movement food will only be available at lunch time, therefore if your 

child requires food at break time please ensure that they bring this with them. 

To comply with the guidance we are asking that parents and carers do not come 

onto the campus without a prior appointment, please contact us in the usual way 

either by phone or email if you wish to talk to a member of staff. If you need to drop 

your child off on the school grounds please do this in the college car park.  



We recognise that there is a great deal of information to deal with at this challenging 

time and therefore we will write to you again before the start of term with more 

specific details for each school and year group. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to congratulate our Year 13 students who 

received their results this week and wish them well for the future. They did brilliantly 

in incredibly difficult circumstances we look forward to them letting us know how they 

are doing. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Mr Mike Wilson 

Headteacher 

Wigston Academies Trust 

 


