
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Teaching and Learning Bulletin 

3rd July 2020 

 

 Dear Parents and Carers, 

It is hard to believe that this will be the last edition of the Teaching and Learning Bulletin before the end of term. It has 

been great to see Year 10 and 12 over the last two weeks. Teachers will not be setting work for students during the 

Summer break, however there are a range of opportunities and challenges students, families and staff may wish to get 

involved in over the Summer. 

Wishing all our students and families a safe Summer. 

Wigston Academies Trust. 

 

Satchel: One: 

Next week on Satchel:One (SMHS) for Year 10 and for Year 12 in virtual sessions or via Satchel:One  teachers will be 

reminding students of the content that should have been covered this year. This is to enable students to see where they 

are at. Year 10 and 12 students can then create mind maps and use other retrieval activities to recap their learning. 

There will be no work set after 10th July as students and staff need the opportunity to recharge their batteries. 

Remember, we are here to help and can be reached at: admin@wigstonacademy.org if you have any queries. 

 

Retrieval Practice Reminder – all years. 

“Retrieval practice is a learning strategy where we focus on getting information out. Through the act of retrieval, or 

calling information to mind, our memory for that information is strengthened and forgetting is less likely to occur. 

Retrieval practice is a powerful tool for improving learning.”  

(Kate Jones Lovetoteach87.com) 

 

Silent Quizzing: 

Your son/daughter may have had an image of a brain to revise for their exam – give them time to revise. They can be 

given a blank diagram and have to label it, the more often this type of exercise is completed, the more of the 

information will be locked in their long term memory stores. This type of activity should be completed regularly to ease 

the recall and improve the memory. It can also be achieved with tables of information and mind maps.  

                                   

Examples: 

mailto:admin@wigstonacademy.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

                            

 

Telling the story / rehearse the explanation: 

This is particularly helpful in languages when rehearsing for a speaking exam or trying to remember cycles of things in 

science or geography. This is because a lot of knowledge forms a narrative structure, for example, a series of events, a 

process or cause and effect. The memory and retrieval practice can be formed into telling a story to someone else. As a 

parent we can play the role of an examiner or verifier checking the detail of the story to make sure it is accurate. The more 

it is rehearsed, the more is stored in the long term memory and the easier it will be for the student to remember. 

Example 1: 

Tell the story of a water molecule as it follows the water cycle – you can begin by using key words as a starting point and 

the more it is rehearsed, the better the memory of the story and the information, there will be no need for the prompts. 

 

 

 

 

 

You might…… 

 Create cue cards for topics 

 Create topic mind maps 

 Get parents and carers to 

ask you questions 



Year 10 and Year 11 - Pathways Virtual 
Summer Science Programme: 

When: Week commencing 13th July – 8th August (x2 
live sessions a week)  

What: Pathways are delivering a virtual, four-week 
Summer Science Project this July and upon 
completion, participants will receive a Bronze 
CREST award, which is a nationally recognised 
scheme for student-led project work in the STEM 
subjects. This programme is designed to provide 

participants with transferable skills and experiences they may have missed out on gaining this 
academic year, as well as providing them with innovative insights into the Sciences in further and 
higher education.  Participants will work on a practical Science project at home throughout the four-
week programme, which will be guided by an expert in the Science industry. Alongside this, 
participants will learn about taking Science subjects at further and higher education level, careers in 
Science, and university life. Participants will experience all of this in the comforts of their own home. 

Where: Online (Zoom and Facebook) 
Link to Booking Form: https://www.pathwaystohe.ac.uk/activities/pathways-science/  

Deadline to apply: Monday 6th July 
All information has been emailed to Year 10 and Year 11 Parents and Carers on Friday 26th June.  
 

 

Year 9 - Pathways Virtual Sports 

Programme  

When: Week commencing 27th July – 
22nd August (x1 live session a week)  

What: Pathways are working in 
collaboration with the Youth Dreams 
Project to bring Y9 students an 
online sports camp to further 
develop their transferrable skills and 
explore their Higher Education 
options. Students will focus on 

developing 4 key skills throughout the programme: Self Belief, Communication, Self Management 
and Teamwork. They will complete daily tasks focused on developing a specific skill and participate 
in a live session once a week to discuss the importance of this skill and partake in a live activity with 
the Youth Dreams Project. Students will also have the chance to network with Elite Athletes and 
University Students over the course of the four-week programme. 
Where: Online (Zoom and Facebook) 
Link to Booking Form: https://www.pathwaystohe.ac.uk/activities/y9sportscamp/  
Deadline to apply: Wednesday 22nd July 
 

Full details have been emailed to Year 9 Parents and Carers on Friday 26th June.  

https://www.pathwaystohe.ac.uk/activities/pathways-science/
http://www.youthdreamsproject.co.uk/
http://www.youthdreamsproject.co.uk/
https://www.pathwaystohe.ac.uk/activities/y9sportscamp/


 

Great Wigston Academy Bee Survey 

Task: Flower-Insect Timed Count 

Level: Bee-ginner - Experienced 

Species: All bee species and other pollinating insects 

Get involved: Via the website 

Help the government’s new Pollinator Monitoring Scheme  by taking part in 

the Flower-Insect Timed Count. This is a quick and easy way to survey the 

pollinators on your patch. 

It’s perfect for beginners, since you don’t need to identify particular species. It’s 

a great way to learn about pollinator diversity too. 

Simply pick a patch of flowers and record the types of pollinators that visit over 

10 minutes.  

Keep a record in a table like this: 

Date Total 

number of 

pollinators 

seen 

Number of 

Bees seen 

Number of 

butterflies 

seen 

Number of 

other 

pollinators 

seen 

     

     

     

 

Fancy a challenge? 

Wigston Academy Bee Photography Competition 

While you are out taking your daily exercise, see how many bees you can see and use the 

identification guide to help you. 

Take photos of these bees if you can, close up or far away, the choice is yours. 

Email your entries to rhiggs@wigstonmat.org with the heading BEE-PHOTOS 

 

https://www.ceh.ac.uk/our-science/projects/pollinator-monitoring
mailto:rhiggs@wigstonmat.org


Year 10 and Year 11 - Pathways Virtual 
Summer Science Programme: 

When: Week commencing 13th July – 8th August (x2 
live sessions a week)  

What: Pathways are delivering a virtual, four-week 
Summer Science Project this July and upon 
completion, participants will receive a Bronze 
CREST award, which is a nationally recognised 
scheme for student-led project work in the STEM 
subjects. This programme is designed to provide 

participants with transferable skills and experiences they may have missed out on gaining this 
academic year, as well as providing them with innovative insights into the Sciences in further and 
higher education.  Participants will work on a practical Science project at home throughout the four-
week programme, which will be guided by an expert in the Science industry. Alongside this, 
participants will learn about taking Science subjects at further and higher education level, careers in 
Science, and university life. Participants will experience all of this in the comforts of their own home. 

Where: Online (Zoom and Facebook) 
Link to Booking Form: https://www.pathwaystohe.ac.uk/activities/pathways-science/  

Deadline to apply: Monday 6th July 
All information has been emailed to Year 10 and Year 11 Parents and Carers on Friday 26th June.  
 

 

Year 9 - Pathways Virtual Sports 

Programme  

When: Week commencing 27th July – 
22nd August (x1 live session a week)  

What: Pathways are working in 
collaboration with the Youth Dreams 
Project to bring Y9 students an 
online sports camp to further 
develop their transferrable skills and 
explore their Higher Education 
options. Students will focus on 

developing 4 key skills throughout the programme: Self Belief, Communication, Self Management 
and Teamwork. They will complete daily tasks focused on developing a specific skill and participate 
in a live session once a week to discuss the importance of this skill and partake in a live activity with 
the Youth Dreams Project. Students will also have the chance to network with Elite Athletes and 
University Students over the course of the four-week programme. 
Where: Online (Zoom and Facebook) 
Link to Booking Form: https://www.pathwaystohe.ac.uk/activities/y9sportscamp/  
Deadline to apply: Wednesday 22nd July 
 

 

From the Natural History Museum 

Website - https://www.nhm.ac.uk/discover/how-to-make-and-use-a-nature-journal-to-record-your-wildlife-obs.html 

Crafting your own nature journal 

You will need: 

 Recycled card 
 Paper 
 Hole punch 
 Stick 
 Rubber band 
 Scissors 

Assembling your journal: 
1. Fold the card in half and cut it to the same size as your paper. 
2. Place a stack of paper inside the card. 
3. Punch two holes through the card and paper. 
4. Cut or break your stick so that it is longer than the distance between the two holes. 
5. Thread one end of the rubber band through a hole and loop it over the stick. 
6. Repeat with the other end of the stick. 
7. Decorate your journal and write your name on it. 

Now you are ready to record your plant, animal and other nature observations.  

Wildlife observation ideas 

What kinds of observations should you make? Again, this depends on your interests, where you are and the time you 

have available. 

You could note down: 
 The birds you see and hear in your garden 
 Wildlife you spot from a window in your home 
 A list of species you find on a favourite walk 
 Animal behaviour, such as insects mating, fighting and pollinating plants 
 Changes in trees or plants - when they bud, flower and fruit 

 
 

 

If you create a journal, 

please show us when 

we are able to return 

  

https://www.pathwaystohe.ac.uk/activities/pathways-science/
http://www.youthdreamsproject.co.uk/
http://www.youthdreamsproject.co.uk/
https://www.pathwaystohe.ac.uk/activities/y9sportscamp/
https://www.nhm.ac.uk/discover/how-to-make-and-use-a-nature-journal-to-record-your-wildlife-obs.html


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

  

National Space Centre Day: 11th July 

Why not try making a rocket to celebrate National Space Centre Day, instructions and template below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This year the Royal Society are moving their Summer Science Exhibition online. There are lots and lots of 

different science activities, videos and talks being streamed between 13th-17th July 2020. 

 
This is an excellent opportunity to take part in a celebration of science. Whether you are simply just 
interested in things linked to science or you are wanting a future career involving the sciences, there will be 

something for you. Get involved! https://facebook.com/events/s/summer-science-

online/573662953295232/?ti=as 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

tel:+442020
https://facebook.com/events/s/summer-science-online/573662953295232/?ti=as
https://facebook.com/events/s/summer-science-online/573662953295232/?ti=as


 

 

 

 

 

  

 Rocket Template 

Cone 

Fins 



 

The Young Innovators Challenge: 

  

Can you change the world this summer? 

"The true sign of intelligence is not knowledge but imagination" (Albert 
Einstein)  

 

Do you have innovative mind? 
  

InvestIN is calling upon all students aged 12-18 to enter The Young Innovators Challenge.  
 For each entry, we'll make a donation to The Childhood Trust's 'Champions for 

Children' charity, which supports vulnerable children affected by the Covid-19 outbreak.  
 The winner will be awarded £50 of Amazon vouchers and a complimentary place on any 

of our 20 Autumn Term career experience programmes. 

 

Creativity vs Covid 
 

Innovation has been at the heart of the human response to Covid-19. Software engineers have developed 
cutting-edge track and trace systems; Scientists are researching vaccines at lightning speed; volunteers have 
been mobilised by smartphones. People's innate thirst to innovate has punctuated the battle to save lives. 
 
Innovation has also been crucial to delivering education. Inspirational teachers from across the world have 
adapted quickly in order to keep their students learning; creating virtual classrooms and student communities. 
 

The Young Innovators Challenge 
 

Now it’s your turn. InvestIN want you to propose one big idea to transform virtual learning in any school 
activity. 
  
Submit your boldest innovation, whatever form it takes.  

 Do you have a creative product design that allows students to carry out practical lab work at home?  

 Can you virtually deliver the crucial life skills students get from extra-curricular activities like sport and 
drama?  

 Can you match the fun of face-to-face contact with friends?  
 

Your innovation must: 

Have a name 

Be in the form of a short video or piece of text 

Explain the following: 

i) what the innovation is 

ii) what problem it has solved 

iii) how it works 

iv) why solving this problem is important to you.  

To enter please use this link: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdT0kTrWmb-7BTJ1-

K3bsHdfLAV0r5VsqxAiN05L7cUP7ydbQ/viewform 

 

Deadline: 31st 

July 2020 

https://investineducation.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=73d90ff052&e=13d317ab04
https://investineducation.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=73d90ff052&e=13d317ab04
https://investineducation.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=21660537c9&e=13d317ab04
https://investineducation.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=42ef3d3a89e86b8375cadb9aa&id=21660537c9&e=13d317ab04
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdT0kTrWmb-7BTJ1-K3bsHdfLAV0r5VsqxAiN05L7cUP7ydbQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdT0kTrWmb-7BTJ1-K3bsHdfLAV0r5VsqxAiN05L7cUP7ydbQ/viewform


  

Do you have dinosaur fans in your house? 

The Natural History museum has a whole range of dinosaur activities for families to engage with at home. 

These include: 

 Everything you wanted to know about dinosaurs live show recording 

 Origami dinosaurs and other craft projects 

 How to become a palaeontologist 

 How to find dinosaur fossils 

 Dinosaur directory 

 Virtual dinosaur dig  

 Dino Quiz 

You can access this using the following link: 

https://www.nhm.ac.uk/events/dinosaur-activities-for-families.html 

Lockdown activities for teens and tweens 
Lots of really useful ideas can be found at: 

https://actuallymummy.co.uk/activities-for-teenagers-during-lockdown/ 

For example: 

 Learn to touch type: Have you seen how kids type? That two-finger jab thing they do on the keyboard (or worse 
still, the iPad stabbing that makes me want to layer 72 screen protectors on their devices). Learning to touch 
type will speed up their essay work too, so they’ll stop claiming carpal tunnel syndrome as an excuse to avoid 
their English and History homework. 
 

 Build a website: Why not learn to code? Code Academy offers free coding classes online. You could build your 
first ecommerce site, or start a blog! 

 

 Create an Anime: If your teenager is into graphic design, Anime is a good way to use time and learn a new skill. 
 

 Watch a TedED: From the makers of TED talks TedED offers brilliant educational talks, as well as a daily email of 
lesson plans for any age group. 
 

 Brush up before Uni: A-Level students can find lots of free online courses involving their potential future studies 
at University. Have a look at Class Central for some ideas.  

 

 Get your head round student loans: Martin Lewis has a breakdown of how student loans work best for you if 
you’re headed to Uni in September.  
 

 Take a course with the OLLIE foundation: A fabulous teen mental health charity, the OLLIE offer online courses 
to help teenagers understand their own anxiety, and cope with overwhelm during this very difficult time. 
 

Future Quest is also a great resource to look at: https://www.futurequest.org.uk/parents-and-carers/resources 

https://www.nhm.ac.uk/events/dinosaur-activities-for-families.html
https://actuallymummy.co.uk/activities-for-teenagers-during-lockdown/
https://www.typing.com/student/lessons
https://www.typing.com/student/lessons
https://www.codecademy.com/
https://www.wikihow.com/Make-an-Anime
https://ed.ted.com/lessons?direction=desc&sort=featured-position&user_by_click=student
https://www.classcentral.com/report/new-courses-october-2018/
https://theolliefoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/ONLINE-TRAINING-SCHEDULE-8-April-1.pdf
https://theolliefoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/ONLINE-TRAINING-SCHEDULE-8-April-1.pdf
https://www.futurequest.org.uk/parents-and-carers/resources


 



 



 



 



 

 

  



 



 

What is As You Write It – Your Play on Stage? 

At a time when we are all missing out on the magic of going to the theatre, The One 
Show, along with The Shakespeare North Playhouse is launching an exciting new 
playwriting competition, giving children and young people across the UK the 
opportunity to see their ideas come to life on stage. We hope this will help inspire the 
next generation of playwrights as well as encouraging a love of theatre and the arts in 
children and young people. 

 The competition opens for entries at 7pm on Thursday 25th June 2020. The deadline 
for entering the competition is just before midnight on Monday 31st August 2020. 

Entry categories are divided by age group as follows: 
ACT TWO – 11 – 13 year olds 

ACT THREE – 14-16 year olds 

 
For more details go to: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/1SCKS8VmFFGvyggKbqGGyds/as-you-
write-it-your-play-on-stage 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/1SCKS8VmFFGvyggKbqGGyds/as-you-write-it-your-play-on-stage
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/1SCKS8VmFFGvyggKbqGGyds/as-you-write-it-your-play-on-stage

