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What is in this booklet?
The GCSE period is a stressful time for all students – but we realise that it
can be a testing time for parents too. We’ve written this guide to try to
give you a clearer picture of what your son/daughter will do in
mathematics, what will be expected of them in the forthcoming exams
and suggest some ways you can support in their work. If you have any
questions, don’t hesitate to get in touch with your son/daughter’s teacher.
What qualification are the students working towards?
The faculty follows AQA’s GCSE Mathematics (8300) specification. All
assessment is done in examinations at the end of Year 11.
There are two tiers of entry Higher (9 – 4) and Foundation (5 – 1). All
examinations are 80 marks and 1 hour 30 minutes in length. All content
from the specification can be assessed in any of the three papers.
Paper 1 – None Calculator
Paper 2 – Calculator
Paper 3 – Calculator
What about tiers of entry and setting?
All students will have the opportunity to attain his/her target grade.
Students in maths have been set using an average of year 9 test scores
(60% weighting) and their GCSE target grade (40% weighting). Classes
will be taught so that target grades of all students can be attained.
How is the course covered and assessed?
Teachers will be following a 2 year scheme of learning adapted from published
materials by the exam board (AQA). AQA have, at the moment, published sample
assessment materials and mark schemes based on levels of attainment against the
assessment objectives and not the final grades. We will be using these materials
every half term throughout the two years to help judge students’ progress and,
therefore, identify areas of improvement.
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Whilst the new (2013) Key Stage 3 Programme of Study is designed to enable
smooth progression to the new GCSE, the current scheme of work has identifiable
differences in both content and style which may lead to some gaps in the
preparation of students. Our programme of study is designed to support teaching
and learning for the cohorts of students who have studied the current (2007) Key
Stage 3 Programme of Study and are preparing for the new Mathematics GCSE
(8300 specification).
Minor changes
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Major changes
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What support does Wigston Academy give to the students?
The first port of call for a student if they are struggling with any aspect of the course
should be their Maths teacher who will know exactly what they need to do in order
to improve. There will also be a series of intervention groups which will help pupils
to secure specific skills needed to be successful in the exams. In addition, there will
be ‘drop-in’ sessions so students can speak to a specialist teacher for some
occasional help when needed.

What other resources are available?
Revision guides and support materials are now available – the CGP guides are quite
useful. They can be purchased from the department as well as the CGP workbook.
The school subscribe to several supportive websites with lesson guides and video
links to support the development of students in specific areas. These websites are
important for individuals to focus on their own personal areas for development.

www.mymaths.co.uk
Username – Wigston1
Password – square177

www.hegartymaths.com
www.bigbrainmaths.com
www.studymaths.co.uk

PiXL Maths APP!
I hope that you have found this booklet useful. If you have any questions about your
son/daughter’s Maths GCSE or want to know about their progress, please contact
their Maths teacher or Mr Ashton (Head of Mathematics) mashton@wigstonmat.org
or 0116 2881228
We thank you for your support.

The Mathematics Department
Wigston Academy
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