
COMING TO WIGSTON 

ACADEMY 



WELCOME 
 

A REALLY WARM WELCOME TO WIGSTON ACADEMY 
WE ARE REALLY LOOKING FORWARD TO MEETING 

WITH YOU ALL AND WELCOMING YOU TO YOUR NEW 
SCHOOL. STARTING SECONDARY SCHOOL CAN BE A 

CHALLENGING TIME, EXCITING AND SOMETIMES 
WORRYING TIME. IN THIS BOOKLET WE HAVE TRIED 

TO ADDRESS SOME OF THE CONCERNS THAT 
CHILDREN MIGHT HAVE. 

OUR KEY MESSAGE IS THAT WE AIM TO ENSURE 
THAT ALL STUDENTS FELL SAFE AND ARE HAPPY IN 
SCHOOL AND THAT WE WILL STRIVE TO MAKE SURE 

THIS IS THE CASE. HAPPY SAFE CHILDREN ARE 
SUCCESSFUL CHILDREN.  

 

 

 



INTRODUCTIONS 

MR M WILSON –HEADTEACHER 
MR P LEATHERLAND – DEPUTY HEADTEACHER 
MRS A POLLON – DEPUTY HEADTEACHER 
MR I COX – DEPUTY HEADTEACHER 
MR M BILLINGHAM – DEPUTY HEADTEACHER 
MRS L GATHERCOLE – ASSISTANT   

   HEADTEACHER - SENCO 
MR C TONGUE – HEAD OF KEY STAGE 
MRS D SMITH – HEAD OF YEAR 

 



WIGSTON ACADEMIES TRUST 
• The Trust is Wigston Academy, Wigston College 

and Tiger Tots Nursery 

 

• There are approximately 1600 young people in 
our care and it is our privilege to serve them 
and our community. 

 

• Our schools are organised to get the best 
outcomes for students in a happy and safe 
environment. 

 

• We offer a wide range of opportunities, 
challenges both with in and outside of lesson 
time with expert staff. 

 

• We believe our schools are not the buildings 
but the people in them. They are our 
community and we work together to achieve 
success. 

 

• Our Academy has 5 key values of ambition, 
respect, resilience, responsibility and ambition. 

Wigston Academy – Learn – Aspire - Achieve 



TOP 10 WORRIES 
Research say that these are the top ten worries of 

children in when moving to secondary school: 

 

1. Being bullied 

2. Not making friends 

3. Getting lost 

4. Homework 

5. Not being able to do the work 

6. Getting to school and back (especially if it 
involves a bus journey) 

7. Not having the right books and equipment 

8. Not knowing what to do if there’s a problem 

9. Not getting on with the teachers 

10.Getting into trouble 



The top two worries that children express 
are social concerns. Although common for 
many, nearly all children report that they 
are no longer worried about these after 

just one or two weeks at school! 

The rest of the worries are about how 
things work in the school – we will be 
sending you lots of information about 

how things are organised to help reassure 
you about these. This booklet is just a 

start. 



• Uniform we expect you to wear the 
correct at all time. We will let you 
know all about what is expected 
nearer the time. 

• You will be moving around from 
lesson to lesson so that you can use 
the specialists facilities, like science 
labs or music studio. Don’t worry 
there will be plenty of people to help 
you so you won’t get lost. 

• Homework you will get this every 
week and can use an app to help you 
to keep track of what has been set 
and when it is due in. 

• You will have lots of teachers, 
usually one for each subject, 
although sometimes you might have 
more, also your tutor who you will 
see every day. 

WHAT IS DIFFERENT? 



• There will be lots of new rules to 
learn, do not worry about these we 
will tell you all about them and you 
will soon get used to them. 

• At lunchtime you can bring a 
packed lunch, buy your food from 
the canteen or bring some food 
and buy a snack or a drink. 

• You will have lots of different 
subjects to learn about. Some you 
will know about from primary 
school such as maths and English, 
others will be new to you. 

• You will have a timetable that tells 
you what subject you have and 
where you need to be for that 
lesson. 

• You will probably find there is a lot 
more writing in secondary school. 
Don’t worry about this you will get 
used to it.  



• Finding and tracking your homework on 
Sachel:One you will have an app that shows 
you and your parents what homework has 
been set and when it is due in. 
 

• Remember to ask if you are not sure what the 
task means before it is due in. 
 

• Make sure you bring home everything you 
need 
 

• When you get home, organise your homework 
and try to have a quiet place to work 
 

• Make sure you take your completed 
homework to school on the correct day 
 

• Remember to hand it in! 

HOMEWORK 



 

• The school is divided into departments such as 
‘Maths’ or ‘Science’ and all staff teach in one or 
more of them. Most also have responsibilities 
for students’ well-being (their ‘pastoral’ role) 

 

• Your child will be placed in a ‘tutor group’ of 
other Year 7 students and their tutor has 
responsibility for your child’s overall well-
being 

 

• Students will register in their tutor group and 
learn with them in many classes (although for 
some subjects children may be placed in ‘sets’ 
according to their ability) 

 
• There are a number of pastoral staff who have 

overall responsibility for all of the tutor groups 
in that year group 

 
 

ORGANISATION 



WHEN? 
   You know your child best and if any aspect 

of school life is persistently distressing 
them it is probably best to err on the side 

of caution and intervene early.  If you have 
talked to your child, offered reassurance, 

helped them come up with ways of solving 
the problem themselves and things still 

haven’t changed, then it is time to speak to 
the school. 

CONTACTING THE SCHOOL –  

    WHEN AND WHO? 



Class Tutor – These are the people who know 
your child best  

Individual Subject Teacher - delivers a subject 
area to your child 

SENCO – Overall responsibility for special 
educational needs students 

Pastoral Team – Head of Key Stage Mr Tongue and 
Head of Year Mrs Smith 

Senior Leadership Team – Mr Leatherland 
(Deputy Headteacher) and Mr Tongue (Assistant 
Headteacher) 

Contact the person who is most relevant. 
HOWEVER, do not worry as a message will get to 

the best person to deal with the issue. 

 

WHO? 



PROBLEMS CHILDREN MAY 
EXPERIENCE AND 

WHAT TO DO ABOUT THEM 

• Falling out with friends 

 

• Worrying about particular lessons  

 

• Getting into trouble for not completing 
homework 



• It is not unusual, reassure you child that this 
happens. 

• Give advice calming and try not to 
overreact. Try to support your child to 
speak to the friend and try to sort things 
out. 

• Ask your child to speak to their tutor, head 
of year or one of our mentoring team 

• If you are concerned contact us 

• Bullying – our students tell us that bullying 
is rare and when adults know about it they 
deal with it swiftly. We have boxes around 
school and an email address so that 
students can report any concerns. We also 
have a full time mentoring team on site to 
help and support. The key message is that 
you must tell someone if you think you or 
someone else is being bullied  

FALLING OUT WITH FRIENDS 



• Talk to your child and try to find out what the 
exact problem is. 

• Reassure your child and explain that they 
might want to talk to the teacher, their tutor 
or their Head of Year. 

• Teachers are busy talking to lots of different 
students all day, they may not know that you 
child is worried about something so again 
encourage your child to speak someone. 

• If your child continues to be worried and is 
unable to speak to the teacher or another 
adult, then please contact the school. It is 
better to contact us and talk things through 
so that we can sort problems out sooner 
rather than later 

 

 

WORRYING ABOUT A LESSON 



• Talk to you child and Listen carefully to your 
child and ask questions. To try and find out 
exactly what has happened or what they are 
worried about. 

•  Make sure that you and they are clear about 
what happened. 

• If your child is happy to advise them to talk to 
an adult at school this could be a teacher, their 
tutor, their Head of Year or a member of the 
school mentoring team. 

• Once again if you are concerned then contact 
us directly and talk to someone. 

• Remember talk to us sooner rather than later. 

 

GETTING INTO TROUBLE 



REMEMBER  



• There are lots of new and exciting things to get 
involved in at the Academy. 

• You may want to take up a new sport or 
continue one you already like. You could then 
play in one of our many teams, from football, 
netball and badminton to athletics and lots 
more. 

• If you like drama, music or dance you may want 
to take part in one our concerts or productions. 

• You may want to join one of our many other 
clubs including orchestra, drama, art, science, 
chess or robotic to name a few 

• We pride ourselves on ensuring that there are 
lots of trips and visits both here in our country 
and abroad from skiing in the USA to a 
residential activity week in a French Chateau. 

• There is also our school council, events 
committee and students government roles. 

So please get involved learn new things and 
make new friends. 

 

SO MANY NEW THINGS TO DO 



 

 

EXCITING TIMES AHEAD 



GET INVOLVED AND DO SOMETHING NEW 

 

 



Remember we are here to help. If we 
all work together then we will be 

successful. We all want the same thing 
happy children who feel safe and 

achieve the best possible results that 
they can. 

 

We look forward to getting to meet 
you all in the meantime please follow 
the Facebook page Wigston Academy 

Class of 2020 and the Wigston 
Academy Website. 


