
 

Welcome to this our final bulletin of the year. I hope that it finds you and your families healthy and 

well and looking forward to the festive break. 

As you will be able to read in this bulletin, we have been extremely busy as we not only continue to 

deliver lessons and learning against the backdrop of the pandemic, but also the many activities,  

competitions and events that your child can get involved in. 

We have always been clear about the importance of our community and recognise the essential role a 

school can make in building and sustaining its community, this has never been more evident that  

during the pandemic. This term we have launched our new community team, who have coordinated a 

wide range of activities and forged links in our community, for example our food bank is now open 

serving the community and our litter pickers have been out and about. By increasing our students’  

involvement in their community they can build skills through their passport to success which prepares 

them for the wider world. 

Our performances are now back on the calendar and face to face and our sport teams continue to go 

from strength to strength. The commitment of our staff in providing these clubs, activities and  

opportunities is impressive.  

Every year we run our Christmas card design competition and each year the standard just keeps on 

getting better and better. Thank you to all of the many students that entered, well over one hundred! 

and congratulation to our winners Joshua Sharman 8KWa, Isabelle Hamilton 7SPa and Holly Perkins 

8GCa. 

Also this term has seen the further development of our support and intervention programme across all 

year groups, we have a comprehensive programme in place which coordinates provision for students 

with the SEND, More Able and Pupil Premium teams working in close collaboration. 

After Christmas intervention and support for our exam year groups will further develop and in Year 9 

the option choice programme will start.  

As you will know we have put into place a staggered return to school and college in January to enable 

us to test our students on their return and make sure that we can start as safely as we can. 

Thank you to students, staff, parents and carers for making this term the success it has been, for  

showing resilience and enthusiasm and for truly working together. I wish you all a 

healthy and happy Christmas and New Year. 

Mr Mike Wilson 

Headteacher 



School & College Closes Friday 17th December 2021  

School & College Opens from Wednesday 5th—Friday 7th January 2022 

(staggered start see separate information for times and dates)  

School and College Closes Friday 11th February 2022  

Mid Term Break Monday 14th – Friday 18th February 2022 School Opens 

Monday 21st February 2022 School Closes Friday 8th April 2022  



Year 7 have had a busy Autumn Term. They have settled quickly into their timetabled lessons 

and navigating around the building. They are working hard, have shown maturity and a  

consistent approach to our Trust Values.  

The year group have actively been involved in our charity events, they enjoyed the non-

uniform day for Children in Need and Odd Sock Day. Poppies were sold in school and within the 

community for Remembrance, by our student volunteers. Good amounts of money were raised 

for such good causes. The newly appointed Student Council representatives and Well-Being 

Practitioners held their first initial meetings – well done to all candidates and those who put 

themselves forward for the nominations. Many students have completed their Bronze Passport 

and have made a start on Silver – well done to all of you! We have given out many rewards, 

prizes, certificates, postcards and achievement points. Our students do look forward to the 

weekly panini draw, Tutee of the Week and Weekly Attendance trophy.  

There is a lot for the year group to get involved in on the run up to Christmas to bring a bit of 

joy to the Academy and get us all into the Christmas spirit. We will be decorating the dining 

hall; taking part in the Tutor Group competition to find the ‘best dressed door’; involved in the 

Chocolate Elf Appeal, supporting vulnerable children and adults around Leicestershire;  

Christmas Jumper day for Save the Children and to end the term our Year Group Rewards  

Assembly – lots of prizes to be won to celebrate the achievements of those students who have 

worked hard this term! I wish you all a very happy Christmas – I hope we can all enjoy some 

family time together as well as staying safe and well. 

Mrs D. Smith – Head of Year 7  

Year 8 have had a fantastic start to half term. They have been working really hard and I am 

pleased with the progress they are making. They have adapted well to being more independent in 

school and their confidence is beginning to show. Over the next few weeks, we have events 

planned in school that will support our local community and bring enjoyment to our students. 

Overall, I am really pleased with how positive this half term has been. I am looking forward to an-

other great half term.  

Mrs C. Bentley – Head of Year 8  

Overall Year 9 are having a good term. We have accumulated so many Achievement Points;  

students are being rewarded with Golden Tickets and we have our Reward Assembly to look  

forward to. It won’t be long until Year 9 make their option choices, they will be supported with 

this in school to ensure they make the best decisions. The year group have been learning about 

careers and the next stage of their lives during tutor time, assemblies and PSHCE lessons. Our  

Students Council Reps continue to do an excellent job; they bring so many valuable ideas to our 

meetings. The Reps take their role very seriously and have shown great leadership skills. We are 

almost at the end of this term, thank you for the support you have given and I wish you all a safe, 

peaceful festive break and a very Happy New Year 2022!  

Miss C Bramley – Head of Year 9  



What a great half term we have had, Year 10 have worked very hard, shown great maturity 

with their studies and staff have again said how much they are enjoying teaching them. This 

term we have launched work experience and as expected a lot of students are very  

enthusiastic and already have placements, with the help of parents and speaking to  

companies. The Year 10 team, along with Ms Martin and Ms Heath, will also continue to  

support the students over the next few months to find placements.  

Year 10 made a great effort raising money for Children in Need and raised more money than 

others, even though we are one of the smallest year groups - this shows how compassionate 

and great our students are!  

I’m sure the students will agree, this term has flown by and before we know it it will be  

brighter evenings again. As time seems to be going so fast, we understand this is creating a lot 

of stress and worry for some students as they feel GCSEs are creeping up faster than they 

would like. As always please remember that myself and Mrs Brennan are only a phone call or 

email away and if you feel your son or daughter needs a bit of support please do not hesitate 

to contact us. We hope everyone manages to have a healthy Christmas and enjoys spending 

quality time with family and friends.  

Mrs R Chapman – Head of Year 10 and Mrs M Brennan  

Year 11 students are embarking on a very important but difficult time of the year. We have 

launched PS@16 (Positive Steps at 16) and all students have had their login details and have had 

some time in school to familiarise themselves with the process. PS@16 is the application process 

that all students in Leicester and Leicestershire have to complete to go onto further education. 

Whilst the vast majority of this will need to be completed at home, students will have access to a 

computer room at lunchtimes, with the support of our dedicated Careers team.  

Year 11 students have also sat their PPEs and we have been supporting students through these. 

Year 11 have created ten Christmas hampers, which we do every year, for a charity called ‘One 

Roof Leicester’. This charity supports the homeless and gives people the opportunity to have a 

bed for the night, hot food and clothing where necessary. Students were asked to bring in  

whatever they could to support this charity and help create a Christmas hamper for their tutor 

group. Salma Ravat, the manager of ‘One Roof Leicester’, wanted me to pass on her thanks to all 

the students, parents and carers for their generous and kind donations. These hampers will go a 

long way to supporting the homeless at this special but difficult time of the year.  

As ever, I would like to take this opportunity to thank all parents and carers for their continued 

support; it is greatly appreciated. Please do not hesitate to contact me should you need anything.  

Mr D. Carletti – Head of Year 11 



Please follow our community Instagram page for all our updates  

wigston_academy_community 

Charity Support Update – This term we have had a huge amount of support for 

all of our charity events. We have been raising money for the British Legion with 

our poppy appeal, four Year 7 students went into Wigston centre to sell poppies 

to the public. As part of our non-uniform day for Children in Need we raised a 

massive £1275! All tutor groups will be attempting to collect treats and gifts for 

the Chocolate Elf appeal, these will then be given to vulnerable children and 

adults around Leicestershire. Finally, for 2021 we will be raising money for Save 

the Children by taking part in Christmas Jumper Day and also creating a donate 

and swap scheme to recognise and support the climate crisis.  

This term we have been taking part in some community projects both in and out of school, below are 

some events we have been involved in and what is to come soon.  

Duke of Edinburgh (D of E) –We have recently enrolled 23 of our Year 10 students on to their Bronze 

D of E award, which will involve them learning lots of new skills. The group met for the first time and 

discussed which activities they would like to partake in within the different sections of the course. The 

students are excited to get their D of E journey underway and are looking forward to the different  

challenges that lie ahead.  

Community litter picking alongside Oadby & Wigston Active – On the Thursday 28th October we 

took five Year 7 students out to help some of our local community workers. They managed to collect 6 

bin liners of litter which was a real help to the local area and very much appreciated by the residents. 

We will be going out to help another local area on Thursday 9th December  











Early November saw the huge success of our performing arts premier of WAT Live; a 

culmination of Musical Theatre, Dance and Drama. We had standing ovations on both 

nights and this was so well deserved for our amazing students who had been working 

so hard. Our thanks to all involved and to you for supporting us. Just four weeks later 

and our final production of 2021 is Winter Wonderland, a celebration of Christmas 

through Music and Dance. We are very excited to be performing this and if you want to 

get in the Christmas spirit, come and join us (Tuesday 7th and Wednesday 8th  

December). There is even mulled wine and homemade mince pies!! Tickets can be  

purchased through the website and Academy reception. We look forward to seeing you 

there for another night of amazing talent. Our students will be very busy straight after 

Winter Wonderland rehearsing for our annual musical Shrek. Tickets are on sale for this 

which has a four night run, so there is plenty of opportunity to come and watch what 

will be a magical show.  



Bardi Orchestra Young Musician 2022 Fran Penny 

We are delighted to announce that one of our talented Year 13 College students - Fran Penny 13MNe - 

has won the Bardi Orchestra Young Musician 2022 prize. After a grueling audition, Fran was  

delighted to be presented with a cash award to further her studies, and an unforgettable opportunity to 

perform an entire concerto as soloist with the Bardi Orchestra in their concert on Sunday 30th January at 

English Martyrs Roman Catholic School. She has chosen to perform Richard Strauss's Horn Concerto No.1, 

and is relishing the chance to play with a full symphony orchestra to accompany her. We wish her all the 

best for a fantastic performance!  

Brass in Concert Youth Championship 2021 at Sage Gateshead  

Naomi Boulter 13RAb and Chris Oddy 12STu recently travelled up to the chilly North East to take part in 

the National Brass In Concert Championship contest at the Sage Gateshead. This was a great opportunity 

for our students to play in one of Europe's finest concert halls, and in a national contest. Naomi plays with 

Enderby Youth Band, and Chris plays with Youth Brass 2000 - both bands were selected to take part, 

against three other bands from around the country. Naomi's band came 4th, and Chris's band lifted the 

championship trophy as 1st place winners. Well done to both!  

LEAP visit 13th January 2022  

We are really looking forward to the visit of the Royal Birmingham Conservatoire's LEAP Orchestra on 

Thursday 13th January 2022. We hope that all of our Year 7 and 8 students will get a chance to hear this 

fantastic group, as well as year 5 and 6 pupils from our local primary schools. They are a brilliant  

ensemble!  

New Equipment  

The music Department was delighted to be successful in a bid for funding from the Universal Music UK 

Sound Foundation. We have been able to replace many of our keyboards in our music suites at the Acade-

my; all of our students in KS3 now use up-to-date equipment and technology. Our studio at the College 

has benefitted from a new digital mixing desk and condenser microphones. Our BTEC and A Level Music 

Technology students will put these to very good use as part of their course, and they will hopefully also be 

used by keen Year 9s when COVID restrictions allow. Our students deserve the best, and we are really 

pleased that we can update our resources in this way.  

Mr A Piper—Head of Music  



Every year the Wigston Academy students are asked to design a school Christmas card. We 

are always amazed at the number of students who come up with original designs. This year 

we have chosen to incorporate three designs to make it extra special. The Wigston Academy 

Christmas cards for 2021 have been designed by :- Joshua Sharman 8KWa, Isabelle Hamilton 

7SPa and Holly Perkins 8GCa.  







This year we have made links with the charity, Just Like Us, which has been set up to support young  
members of the LGBTQ+ community. 

 

 

Their mission is simple. They want to empower young people to champion LGBT+ equality. These young 
people could be individuals who identify as lesbian, gay, bisexual, transexual, queer, questioning, or ace 
or their allies. 

We want to do the same for our own LGBTQ+ students and so one of our priorities is to set up Pride 
groups for different cohorts within the Trust - one for Year 7 & 8 students, one for Year 9 & 10 students, 
and one for Year 11 and Post-16 students. Although these groups will be facilitated by staff champions, 
the idea is that they are student led with a focus on what LGBTQ+ students need from us to ensure they 
feel happy, safe and valued in the Trust. 

Pride groups should be up and running in the Spring term and we also have plans to celebrate LGBT  
history month in February as well as School Diversity Week in June. 

If parents and carers have any expertise, experiences or time to offer to support our efforts to raise 
awareness of the LGBTQ+ community, to promote tolerance of and respect for them, and to support our 
students with their sexual identities then please do not hesitate to get in contact with Mark Billingham, 
Deputy Head using mbillingham@wigstonmat.org 

mailto:mbillingham@wigstonmat.org


Following a national report by Ofsted into sexual violence and harassment within communities a number of 

recommendations were identified for schools to follow. 

Some key recommendations were: 

make it clear that there is a zero-tolerance approach to sexual violence and sexual harassment and it is 

never acceptable 

show that sexual harassment and abuse will not be tolerated and make sure it is never passed off as 

“banter”, “just having a laugh”, “part of growing up” or “boys being boys” 

recognise that most victims are female but that males can be victims too, and peer-on-peer abuse can be 

between students of different sexes or the same sex. 

To address the recommendations, we have spent time this term updating staff training and further  

developing our trust PSHCE curriculum to ensure that our students continue to feel safe and know how to 

report any concerns that they may have. We have also re-launched our anonymous speak out boxes and 

email address, organised for expert health professionals to visit and work with our students in assemblies 

and lessons and provided further training for our peer mentors and wellbeing ambassadors.  

We recognise that as with many of the topics we cover we may be dealing with issues which are very  

emotive or difficult for some of our students and wanted to reassure you that as always we are sensitive to 

our students needs, with the people who know them best, their tutor and Heads of Year available to support 

individuals if needed. 

We are clear that sexual harassment and violence is possible in any school or community and therefore we 

are making sure that our students are not only aware of the issues but have the skills and confidence to 

challenge and report any concerns that have or that they see.  

We will begin to have some of these discussions with Year 9 and Year 10 students before the Christmas 

holidays, and then for all students across the Academy. The College students also have their own bespoke 

programme tailored to their needs. 

If you have any further questions about the above, please do not hesitate to get back in contact with us. 



It has been an extremely busy term within PE with so much going on; from visiting rugby and fitness 
coaches in lessons to over 500 students participating in extra-curricular clubs. Then there has been the 
numerous sports fixtures in football, netball, basketball and rugby – which has seen some fantastic  
results. Find out more about all of this below… 

In class activities 

We have been lucky enough to work with local community teams and organisations this term during  
lessons as we have welcomed external coaches in to Wigston Academy. 

During our termly Fitness Week, our students were put through their paces by fitness instructors from 
Everyone Active Wigston Pool and Fitness Centre.  

We have also had a variety of rugby coaches in, trying to inspire our students to get involved in local 
clubs. This included Harry from Oadby Wyggs Rugby Club. 

Football 

It has been a very busy term for all of our football teams – and a successful one too! 

Our boys’ teams completed their Oadby and Wigston League campaigns and we are delighted to say that 
Years 7, 9, 10 and 11 were all crowned Oadby and Wigston Champions! They will now go on to  
represent the area in the County Cup next term. Great work lads! 

We also have 2 of the boys’ teams still going in the National Cup. The Year 9 and 11 teams will be hoping 
to make it into round 5. Good luck to them! 

The girls’ teams have been playing in the National Cup and, as this goes to print, the Year 9 team are still 
going strong in round 4. Good luck girls. There are also Futsal Tournaments coming up. The girls will have 
even more football to look forward to next term as the Oadby and Wigston Leagues start.  

 Netball 

The Oadby and Wigston Leagues finished and all of our netball teams performed really well. Years 8, 9, 10 
and 11 all finished runners up in their leagues, narrowly missing out on top spot. The Year 7 team went 
one step better and were crowned Oadby and Wigston Champions! Well done girls – a fantastic  
achievement in your first year! This means they go on to represent the area in the County Cup and have 
already made it into the Quarter finals after beating Uppingham Community College 17-11 in a brilliant 
match. Good luck in the next round girls.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

.  

Basketball 

Our girls’ basketball teams all got the chance to participate in an Oadby and Wigston Tournament. Once 
again all of our teams did the school proud and it was amazing to see the Year 8 and 11 teams become 
Oadby and Wigston Champions! They will now go on to play in the County Cup next term. Well done and 
good luck boys! 

 

 

 

 

Rugby 

Thanks to the work by the visiting Oadby Wyggs coaches, we were able to enter a Year 8 boys’ rugby team 
into a South Leicestershire Rugby Festival at Oval Park. The boys involved had a great afternoon and even 
managed to win the festival. Superb work lads!  

Sports Leaders 

In October, our fantastic Year 11 Sports Leaders helped run the Learning South Leicestershire School 
Sport Partnership’s Sporting Ambassadors Conference. This involved over 30 students from 12 local  
primary schools coming to Wigston Academy to learn how to become a Sports Ambassador. The event 
organisers were full of praise for our Leaders and how they conducted themselves throughout. Well 
done all! 

A big thank you… 

We would like to thank local companies R&R MOT Centre 
Ltd and Nancy Loves for sponsoring our new girls football 
shirts. Without the support of companies like these, the 
girls would not have the chance to have a kit of their own. 
Thank you! If any other local companies would like to 
sponsor kit or equipment, please get in touch. 

Next term… 

It will be just as busy next term as well. It will all start with our termly Fitness Week where we look  
forward to welcoming back the fitness instructors from Everyone Active. The new term will also see the 
Girls’ Football Leagues start, our first badminton fixtures, the Basketball County Cup and the first rounds 
of the County Cup for our Boys’ Football teams. Our extra-curricular clubs will also start again so there are  
plenty of opportunities to get involved! 

To keep up to date with information from the PE department, please follow our Twitter account: 
@WigstonAcadPE 






