
 
16th March 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We write to you to let you know our latest position on the Corona Virus. 
 
We are following all guidelines given out by the Department for Education and Public Health 
England and, as they release further advice and things change, we will continue to follow 
their instructions.  
 
Isolation 
 
New Government advice was released on Friday (on nhs.uk) which tells you whether or not 
to send your child to school: 
 
Stay at home for 7 days if you have either:  
 

 a high temperature – you feel hot to touch on your chest or back 

 a new, continuous cough – this means you've started coughing repeatedly 
 
At the moment, isolation only applies to the person concerned so, unless directed by 
healthcare professionals, any siblings should come to school as usual. 
 
If your child does need to self-isolate, then please contact the school in the usual way to 
register his or her absence. We are relieved that we have had no cases amongst students or 
staff. 
 
Closure 
 
The government’s current position is that schools are not going to close because they 
believe that this will keep pressure off the NHS. However, we want you to know that we are 
making contingency plans in case the position changes and the government tells us to close. 
Depending on how widespread the outbreak may become, we are also planning for any 
short-notice partial closures caused by large numbers of staff off ill with the illness. In this 
case we will follow the normal snow day closure and send a Schoolcomms email and put the 
news out on Twitter, Facebook and our websites. This is unlikely, however, as the 
government are far more likely to tell schools to close before this happens. If the 
government do tell us to close, we are likely to have some advance notice which we will 
immediately share with you so you have time to make arrangements. 
 
 
 



 
 
Exams for Years 11 and 13 
The timing of the Corona outbreak could not come at a worse time for our students studying 
hard for exams. If we do have to close then we will make these two year groups our top 
priority for getting work to them. Obviously this will depend on how many staff are ill 
themselves or are caring for others with it. Exam boards are becoming increasingly clear 
that no exam student will be disadvantaged by the outbreak. We are reassuring our 
students and talking to them about how best to revise and keep working. At the moment, 
we are still intending to run Easter School revision sessions in the normal way, although we 
accept that this may change and once again, we will let you know as soon as possible. 
 
School Trips and Visits 
 
We have been directed by the government to cancel all international trips. Local visits and 
sporting fixtures etc. may be cancelled by the event organiser or, after proper risk 
assessment; we may cancel a planned visit in the UK.  
 
We have reissued students with their showmyhomework user names and passwords and a 
copy has also been sent to you – please ask your son or daughter for it. This will be a 
principal method of setting work during any closure period. We will create packs of work for 
any student who does not have internet access. 
 
We will be in touch again with any further developments during this unprecedented time. 
 
Yours faithfully, 

 

     
 
  
Mike Wilson      Mark Mitchley 
Headteacher      Executive Headteacher 
 
 
 
 


