
 

Welcome to the latest edition of the Parent Bulletin, as always there has been lots going on.  Year 11 and Year 13  
students are beginning to prepare for their next steps and have been undertaking their PPE’s. We have held a number of 
careers events and trips and visits including the trip to France, careers network, skills show and debating competition. 
 
As we are all aware, the world of work, University and future employment is an ever changing landscape, we at Wigston 
Academies Trust are always reviewing what we do to prepare our students to be happy and successful in the future. This 
year we launched our key values of “responsibility, resilience, engagement, ambition and respect” and at Key Stage 3 
our Passport to Success “The Wigston Way” to enable our students to be building those professional  skills that are so 
important in complementing academic achievement.  
 
We have also been reviewing our reporting procedures, following feedback from students, teachers and you as parents 
and carers through our surveys. We have now developed reports to be more user friendly, enable teachers to share  
specific targets with their students and parents and reflect our school values.  An information evening will be held on 
Thursday 5th December for those interested in finding out more. 
 
The Year 9 options process has also been redeveloped and we thank those students and parents who have given us 
feedback on the system.  Therefore current Year 9 students will have options based on pathways which will help them 
to plan future opportunities and will ensure they are better prepared in the light of new and revised qualifications.  
Parents and Carers of Year 9 students will be invited to an information evening on Wednesday 5th February as part of 
the launch of the Option Process next term.  For more details of the launch, please see the article included in this  
bulletin. 
 
Thank you for our latest Year 8 parent survey results, as always we welcome your feedback, these are some of the key 
results; 99% of parents feel their child is safe, 98% of parents say the Academy expects their child to work hard and 
100% of parents feel welcome when they come to the Academy.  Areas for us to improve are: use of VLE and computer 
technologies and physical improvement of the building and site. 
 
We have now completed student elections at the Academy and these will complement the College Student government.  
Well done to all of those who were successful—see inside for more information. 
 
Thank you as always for your continued support. 
 
Mr M Wilson—Headteacher 

Welcome... Welcome...  

RESPONSIBILITY  -  RESILIENCE  -  ENGAGEMENT 

-  AMBITION  -  RESPECT 



 

 

Week beginning 25th November 2019 – Year 12 Work Experience 
Week beginning 25th November 2019 – Year 13 PPEs 

Week beginning 25th November 2019 – Year 11 A Level Taster Lessons 
Monday 25th November 2019—Parent Information Evening 

Week beginning 2nd December 2019 – Year 13 PPEs 
Thursday 5th December 2019 – Parent Reporting Information Evening  

Wednesday 8th January 2020 – Cambridge Nationals/Technicals Exam Season 
Friday 10th January 2020 – BTEC Exam Season starts 

Thursday 23rd January 2020 – Enrichment Day 
Week beginning 3rd February 2020 – Year 11 and Post 16 Exam Readiness Fortnight 

Tuesday 4th  February 2020 – Year 12 Geography Trip 
Wednesday 5th February 2020 – Year 9 Option Evening 

Thursday 6th February 2020 – Intermediate Maths Challenge 
Wednesday 12th  February 2020 – Careers Fair 

Thursday 13th  February 2020 – Year 11 Tutor Parents Evening 

Once again this year we were proud to observe two minutes silence as a whole Trust.  Wigston Academy students 

were joined by students from Wigston College on the Academy playground and tennis courts.  The Last Post and 

Reveille were played stunningly by students Christopher Oddy and Abby Ptohopoulos and teacher Mr Abba.  This 

event followed events during the previous week across the Trust including poppy selling in the schools and also in 

Wigston town centre, poppy designing and making, remembrance assemblies led by Mr Manton and dedicated  

subject work based on topics relating to remembrance. 

The MFL Department ran their annual cultural trip to Paris for a group a fifty Year 9 students. We had an action 
packed programme which included visits to the Eiffel Tower, the Catacombes and the Stade de France. Students also 
had plenty of opportunity to practise their French at a local market and with a group of French students who were 
also staying at the centre.  

Many thanks to all the staff who accompanied the trip and to the delightful students who made it so enjoyable. 

The next trip for the MFL department is the Year 7 trip to Chateau de la Baudonniere in Normany in March. fifty  
pupils from this year group have already signed up for a week of activities conducted in French and a cultural visit to 
Mont Saint Michel. 



Term Dates for the Academic Year 2019-20 
    School Closes - Friday 20th December 2019 
    School Opens - Tuesday 7th January 2020 
    School Closes - Friday 14th February 2020 
    Mid Term Break  - Monday 17th to Friday 21st February 2020 
    School Opens - Monday 24th February 2020 
    School  Closes - Friday 3rd April 2020 
    School Opens - Monday 20th April 2020 
    May Day (VE Day) - Friday 8th May 2020 
    School Closes  - Friday 22nd May 2020 
    Mid Term Break - Monday 25th May to Friday 29th May 2020 
    School Opens - Monday 1st June 2020 
    School Closes - Friday 10th July 2020 

College students have recently taken part in the UKMT Senior Mathematics Challenge and will shortly represent the 
school at a county wide UKMT team challenge; we look forward to the results of both.  Selected Academy students will 
be entered for the Intermediate (Years 9 - 11) and Junior (Years 7 - 8) mathematical challenges for next term.  A letter 
home will follow the entry, giving students the opportunity to opt out should they not want to take part. 
 
Year 8 classes are about to begin looking at measures and exploring the use of space. This will include the effect of  
mirrors to change perception, packing of products and 3 dimensional space in rooms. Please take the opportunity to 
discuss the use of space with the students in their everyday lives so they can see applications in context. 
 
Year 11 students have been given their PiXL Maths App login details. The App can be tailored to the individual’s areas for 
development.  The data from the PPE's will be uploaded and the App registers all the attempted questions and levels of 
success.  From this a student can focus on their progress areas, can select to work towards a particular grade or can  
focus on a single key topic.  Each topic has a supporting PowerPoint or video and sometimes both so students have  
support. 

What an exciting Autumn term it has been in science; we’ve managed to get so many things up and running for our 
students to help and support them.  
 
We had a very successful Space Week with some of our Year 7 and 8 students winning prizes – congratulations to 
our winners Harriet Hunt, (Year 7) and Mitchell Earley (Year 8) and also a congratulations to our runners up Robbie 
Clough (Year 7) and Cameron Leftley (Year 8). 
 
We have provided our Year 11 with all of their science knowledge organisers and also a suggested timetable of  
activities to help support them with their revision. These resources are on Show My Homework for students to  
access alongside activities in lessons. There are also lots of revision activities on our school website; the PiXL 
Knowledge and Independence booklets are a great place to start.  
Remember the password is #Wigston2018 to access them. 
 
Our Science Club continues to be ever popular. The current project is making the  
Solar System and Mr Mockeridge and Mr McLeod are hugely impressed with the artistic  
talents of our students. 
 
Lastly we now have a Wigston Academy Science Instagram @sci_wat follow us for  
lots of fun and sciencey things! 



It’s been a busy few weeks in the careers department supporting students as they develop their employability skills.  

Year 11 Mock Interviews: 30th October 

 
 

There was a fantastic response from the local business community 
who came into the Academy and conducted mock interviews with all 
of Year 11. Each student had a 10 minute interview followed by  
feedback on how they could improve for their next interview. It was a 
very positive morning with a great atmosphere. Thank you to the  
students for approaching the interviews in such a mature manner and 
the local employers who gave their time so generously to support Year 
11.  

Year 9 Work Shadowing: 31st October 

Over 50% of the Year 9 students got to experience a 

day at work. Finding out the World of Work and 

starting to look at the type of employment they’d like 

to follow later in life.  

Year 10 Work experience: 11th – 15th May 2020 

Nearly all year 10 students have returned their  

parental consent forms for work experience – thank 

you. There is still plenty of time to find secure a  

placement, the earlier students find a placement the 

more likely they will find a placement they really want. 

There will be lunchtime drop in sessions available – 

keep your eyes peeled for the dates.  

Year 11 Careers Speed Networking: 8th November 

Eleven students got the chance to talk to 10 local employers about 

their careers and find out about a wide range of employment  

opportunities. It was a fantastic morning, with over 300 students from 

across the city and county talking to over 150 local employers and is 

part of the Leicester Business Festival held at Leicester Racecourse.  

Year 11 Positive Steps at Post 16 (PS@16) 

Year 11 students have started the application process for Post 16 education or training. Students are  

recommended to fully research all of their options, there are A level taster lessons at Wigston College on 29th  

November.  If A levels are not appropriate students should attend the open days at Colleges of Further Education. 

Support is available through lunchtime drop in sessions and PSHCE lessons throughout November and December. 

The deadline to complete the application process is 16th December.   Can you help? 

There is very good research that shows if young people have at least 4 meaningful encounters with the world or 

work they are 86% more likely to get a good job and earn 16% more than their peers. If you are a local employer 

and can support our Careers Programme please get in touch with Natasha Davies (Assistant Headteacher)   

ndavies@wigstonmat.org. There are several events planned for the next few months:  

Year 13 Careers Speed Networking – 23rd January;  

Careers Fair – 12th February;  

Year 10 Careers Speed Networking – 25th June;  

And regular careers talks throughout the year.  

Good luck to Year 12 students on their work  

experience placement 25th – 29th November  

mailto:ndavies@wigstonmat.org


Working Memory: 
Our working memories can hold between four and seven things in our head for 15-20 seconds. It could be likened to a 
‘Post it’ note as not a lot fits on it and it can be easily lost. Effective working memory occurs when we practise retrieving 
information through testing. This makes our working memory develop and transfers information to our long term 
memory, which is more like a library and potentially limitless. This happens when information is looked at frequently 
and when we have to manipulate what we know to retrieve it from our long-term memory to apply it.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Knowledge Organisers: 
Wigston Academies Trust staff are developing Knowledge Organisers (KOs); these are documents that contain the ‘core’ 
knowledge students need to know to be successful in topics in Key Stage 3 and in examinations in Key Stage 4 and 5. 
Students in Year 7, 11 and 13 have been issued KOs in most subjects following October half term. Year 10 and Year 12 
will have these following the Christmas break and Year 8 and 9 following the February half term. KOs will also be able 
to be accessed on the Wigston Academy website for Key Stage 3 and 4 students and Wigston College website for Key 
Stage 5 students. It will be the students responsibility to look after their KOs and if lost, they will be expected to replace 
them, the cost will vary depending on the size of the knowledge organiser. 
 
How will they be used? 
Students will be set homework tasks to revisit certain areas of the KOs each week and in lessons there will be activities 
to help students to re-shape, reorganise and strengthen their existing knowledge by applying the information. Students 
will be issued with a ‘How to’ guide, which also suggests how students can use KOs in their own time or at home.  
Parents, carers and families can also help just look at suggested activities. It is not just about knowing the information; 
it is about being able to apply it. If it is tricky to remember something the first time it is asked, the effort to retrieve it 
will help the information to be stored and recalled in the long run.  
There will be an opportunity to find out more and ask questions on Monday 25th November, please return the reply 
slips students will be bringing home if you would like to attend. 

Twelve intrepid Geographers sent out for a busy four days in Dorset as part of their A level course. They took part in a 
range of activities investigating the Jurassic coastline looking at the geology, coastal management at Lyme Regis, 
psammosere succession on the sand dunes at Studland Bay, coastal features at Chesil Beach, Durdle Door and Old  
Harry’s Rocks and urban regeneration at Weymouth.  
Despite getting very wet on occasion we had a great time and students have learnt a lot about the stretch of coastline 
and fieldwork techniques which will be an integral part of their independent investigations which they will start in 
April.  



On Monday 28th October, More Able students from Years 7 to 11, went 
to Gartree High School to take part in a parliamentary style debating 
competition against More Able students from other South  
Leicestershire schools.  This was the first of three competitions that will 
take place across this academic year.   
On arrival, the students had the rules of parliamentary style debating 
explained before taking part in two debates.  Our students managed to 
produce some very creative arguments and did well.  The Year 7 pair, 
Mia Berry and Brody Wilson, should receive special praise for the  
progress they made between the two debates.  Sadly, this was the last 
competition that our Year 11 pair will compete in.  Adam Jaeckels and 
Henry Wyness have been a formidable team for the last couple of 
years, who have consistently performed successfully. 
Well done to all students who took part. 

Thank you to the vast majority of our students who continue to arrive at school each day dressed in the correct 

school uniform.  We would like to remind you that leggings are not part of the school uniform. 



Students in Years 7, 8 and 9 have been very busy with their ADT homework over the last couple of weeks. They 
were set the challenge to design this year’s Christmas card for the school. 
 
The ADT department were delighted with the high quality original entries received. The winning entry was from 
Keziah Rule in 8JMa—well done Keziah. 

On Friday 15th November, ten of our Year 9 students took part in a 'Well-Being Ambassador training day' 
The day included internet safety, mental health awareness, promoting healthy eating and sports leadership. 
The students then planned some strategies to bring back, that they will hopefully implement over the following 
weeks to support 'Good Mental Health’ at Wigston Academy. 
The students were a credit to the Academy. Their behaviour and enthusiasm was exemplary. 
Students involved were: Katherine Roach 9DPa., Anya Trice 9RCo, Caitlin Bennett 9DPa, Charlotte Clayton 9MWo, 
Alyssa Forrester 9MWo, Harry Fincham 9MWo, Corey Sewell 9 MWo, Mitchell Wheatstone 9PMa,  
Grace Wright 9TOw and Sophia Stevens 9LMc. 

Last week we held our first official Student Government meetings and students who have been voted for by their 

respective tutor groups met in their year teams. The first item on the agenda was the Executive Student  

Government; from each year group, two students will be selected to represent their year group and it was pleasing 

that so many students put themselves forward for consideration. This week Heads of Year and Miss Hadkiss will  

decide which candidates will be successful. Students also discussed which charity they would like to support and 

have put forward a number of names to be considered and have begun planning their charity fund raising event. 

Each year group will be responsible for planning one charity event each half term, and they’ve already come up with 

some fantastic ideas. As the year progresses, students will become more involved in student voice and other  

projects that we plan to launch.  

The  Options Process will be launched when Year 9 students return to school after the Christmas break, and will 
include the following: 
 An assembly outlining the process 
 Time in PSHCE and the tutor period to prepare for making choices 
 One-to-one interviews for students to consider options and pathways 
 An Open Evening for parents, carers and students to get more information before making final decisions 
 A Taster Day to try out the new GCSE and other Level 2 courses. 
Options forms will be due in at the beginning of March.  Our aim is to inform students of their curriculum offer by 
May. 

After a gruelling interview process we can formally announce the new Student Leadership Team for this academic 
year: Madison Cochrane 11GCa, Safya Douifi 11NRi, Eden Fielder 10SBa and Christopher  Oddy 10MBu. The Student 
Senior Leadership Team will replace last year’s outgoing Head Boy and Head Girl selected from Year 11. It is hoped 
that this new team consisting of Year 11s and Year 10s will be better placed to bring about the student-led changes 
at the Academy. They will meet with Mr Leatherland and the rest of the Senior Leadership Team (staff) to discuss 
and shape the Academy as it moves forward.  



Football 
The impressive start for our football teams continues… 
The Year 7 Boy’s Indoor 5-a-side team put on a superb display and were crowned both Oadby and Wigston and South 
Leicestershire Champions. They will now go on to represent the area in the regional finals next year. 

 

The Year 7 Girl’s Indoor 5-a-side team were also crowned Oadby and Wigston Champions after a brilliant debut  
appearance. They went on to finish third in the South Leicestershire Competition. 
Four out of five of our 11-a-side boy’s teams were also crowned Oadby and Wigston Champions. The Year 8, 9, 10 and 
11 teams will now represent the area in the County Cup. 
We also have four out of five teams left in the National Cup – with all of them in the third round. 
Training for Years 7/8/9 continues on a Tuesday and girls football will also be starting soon. 
 
Netball 
The netball teams have also been in impressive form this year… 
The Year 7, 9 and 11 teams went through the whole league season without losing a match, whilst the Year 8 and 10 
teams only lost one each.  
All the teams still have South Leicestershire Tournaments to look forward to and so training continues. 
Other sports 
There are plenty of other sports going on at the minute as well… 
Badminton Club is on a Wednesday for KS3 and a Thursday for KS4. Fixtures for all four of our teams start very soon. 
Basketball Training for Year 9 and 10 Boys is on a Tuesday afterschool. Both teams also have fixtures coming up soon. 
Rugby Club continues to grow in numbers – if you are interested, it is on every Thursday afterschool. 
Sports Leaders 
Our Year 9 Sports Leaders have, once again, been very busy. They have hosted the Primary Basketball competitions and 
have also been out to Meadows Primary School to deliver sports sessions. As usual, they have done themselves and the 
school proud with their attitude and leadership qualities. Plenty more coming up for them too! 
Year 11 GCSE PE 
The students enjoyed a Rock Climbing course over 3 weeks during October and November at the Leicester Outdoor  
Pursuits Centre. Despite the cold and wet conditions, the students were excellent and have hopefully all now gained 
their Level 1 qualification. 
2020 London Marathon 
Mr Dandolo and Mr Phillips have both been successful in applying to run in next year’s London Marathon! Mr Dandolo 
who will be making his marathon debut will be running in aid of Kidney Research UK whilst Mr Phillips, a veteran of the 
marathon world, will be completing his third London Marathon in aid of The Matt Hampson Foundation.  
If you wish to sponsor either of them, please see the school twitter account for the links or contact either of them  
directly. 
Good luck with the training both! 
 
 
For more information 
For up-to-date information on clubs, fixtures and results please follow the PE department Twitter account: 
@WigstonAcadPE 
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WIGSTON 

COLLEGE 
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Wigston College continues to go from strength to strength and we continue to build on our 
reputation across Leicester and Leicestershire as a provider of excellent post 16 education and our 
friendly, supportive environment where all students can achieve to the very highest standards.  We 
believe we are a special college where the individual matters and where you will receive the very 
best teaching, support and guidance to achieve your goals. 

Wigston College Post 16 Team is proud of our inclusive college.  We provide opportunities for all 
students to achieve their full potential.  For the last 4 years, all students have successfully moved on 
to their chosen pathway, whether this is university, apprenticeship or the world of work.  No 
student has left the college without a planned next step in their career.  We are told by universities 
and employers that visit the college or interview our students they are well prepared through a 
thorough and supportive careers programme and our enrichment activities. 

Outcomes and applications 

We are very proud of our student’s successes and our Year 13 students are currently working on 
their applications for their chosen universities or apprenticeships including, this year, a number of 
our students applying to Cambridge.  Oxbridge and Medical applications were completed in mid 
October and other applications are now well under way.  Students are already receiving offers and 
being invited to interview.  We aim to submit all applications by Christmas. 

Wigston College works hard to provide the best possible start for all of it’s students; both through 
the courses and the extra-curricular opportunities they provide. 

Harry, Head Boy 2018-19  

Open Evening 

Our open evening on Thursday 14th November was a great success with a 
very packed evening.  Thank you to all Academy students and prospective 
students from many other schools who attended and made this such a 
success.   

Taster Days and applications 

We look forward to meeting students during our upcoming taster day on 29th 
November and evening master classes, during the weeks beginning 25th 
November and 2nd December, as you begin to complete your applications 
through the Positive Steps at Post 16 process.  Remember to sign up if you 
have not already done so. 

The PS@16 Progress deadline is 31st January 2020 

As soon as we receive an application – we will contact you with an interview appointment beginning 
from the 1st February onwards, to discuss your current thoughts on subjects and to put a face to a 
name. 

If you would like further information about our A level and other Level 3 courses or to arrange a 
visit, please contact:  Mrs Rebecca Rose, Post 16 Student Manager on 0116 2881611 or 
rrose@wigstonmat.org 

Wigston College 

Station Road 

Wigston 

Leicester 

wigstoncollege.org 

 

Wigston College 

mailto:rrose@wigstonmat.org


Year 8 Exmouth Camp 
8th – 12th June 2020

Camping, Water sports, Boat trips, Bush-craft, Circus 
skills, Tag Archery, Disco, Quizzes, Prizes, Bingo.

Deposits and reply slips due in by Friday 29th

November –Any queries contact Mrs Parbery.


