
TASK 1: READ THE STORY OF Jason and the Golden Fleece

You should try to answer the questions below in full sentences and use evidence from the text.
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In which area of Greece does the story begin?

What had Pelias done to Aeson?

What type of king was Pelias? How do you know?

How did the oracles feel about Pelias?

What type of person does Jason appear to be?

What challenges did Jason have to overcome to retrieve the fleece?

Explain the two ways in which Medea helped Jason.

What further evidence can you find of Pelias’ bad nature?
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This is a very short version of a much longer myth! If you enjoyed reading about Jason, look him

up to find out what other challenges he faced.

EXTENSION: Can you create a graphic novel from the adventures of Jason? Or choose a

particular part of his story and rewrite it for a modern day audience.

TASK 2: CREATIVE WRITING CHALLENGE

It’s not easy finding 50 heroes! Imagine Jason has to hold auditions to find his Argonauts.

Write a short story based on Jason’s hunt for his heroes. Who does he meet? Where does he

find them? Who will he choose? Who does he reject? What qualities and characteristics might

he find in his heroes? (N.b. You don’t need to talk about all 50! Maybe focus on one or two).

Imagine the dragon that guards the fleece. Describe the dragon.

Choose one of the prompts below to inspire creative writing of your own.

1.

2.

TASK 3: DESIGN A BOOK COVER

Design a cover for this short story. Think about all of the different elements of the story; what will

you choose to include? Be as original and creative as you can!

Your teacher will send us the best designs. Everyone who enters is in with a chance of having

their design made by a professional graphic designer and featuring on Bedrock Vocabulary!
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Our story begins many years ago in the Greek kingdom of Iolcus, an ancient city in a place

named Thessaly. At the time, Iolcus should have been ruled by a man named Aeson, the

rightful king. Instead, his short-tempered and irascible brother, Pelias, had locked him up in a

dungeon and taken the throne for himself! You see, Pelias was a power-hungry man who

would stop at nothing to have control over the kingdom. Although he had been chastised,

criticised, and told off by many people for turning against his brother, Pelias refused to give

up the crown, and nobody was brave enough to take it from him. Because of this, Pelias

remained king of Iolcus for many years. But one particularly angry tirade from one very

important person was about to change that...

Back in Ancient Greece there were a number of wise women who called themselves oracles.

These oracles were thought to speak directly to the gods. Apparently, this meant they could

see what was going to happen in the future. When one of these powerful oracles grew angry

with Pelias for stealing Aeson’s crown, Pelias was scared. He couldn’t believe what the angry

oracle told him. She said that Pelias would rue the day he locked up his own brother. She also

gave him a stark warning: a man wearing one sandal was coming to take the crown from him.

Meanwhile, far far away, a young man was on a journey to reclaim a kingdom that was

rightfully his. On his way, he came to a river that was flooded. An old woman, standing beside

the flood, was asking for help.

“Let me help you cross,” said Jason. He carried the old woman on his back across the raging

torrent. As soon as they reached the safety of the bank, the old woman transformed into

Hera, Queen of Olympus and wife of Zeus (who was king of the gods.) She had been testing

Jason’s kindness. Given that he had passed the test with flying colours, Hera promised to

watch over him. As Hera disappeared, Jason realised he had lost a sandal in the river, but he

carried on regardless.
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Several weeks later, Jason arrived on the shores of Iolcus. The news of his arrival spread

quickly. Pelias soon heard that a man wearing only one sandal had arrived to challenge his

position as king. What’s more, Pelias recognised the man straight away and he knew he was in

trouble; Jason wasn’t just any man, he was Aeson’s son and the rightful heir to the throne! 

Annoyed and disgruntled by the possibility of losing the crown, Pelias came up with a terrible

plan to make sure Jason never became king. He told Jason that the throne would be his if he

did just one thing...

“You must bring me the Golden Fleece!” Pelias demanded.

Pelias was well aware of the dangers of this mission. The Golden Fleece lay in a forest in a

land across the sea. It was guarded by a dragon so huge it could destroy an entire ship with

just its tail! The chances of Jason surviving the journey were slim. Yet Jason was undeterred.

“I accept your challenge,” he told Pelias. And so it was that Jason set out across the sea with

50 of the best heroes he could find. He called these heroes ‘the Argonauts’, after their ship,

the Argo.

After weeks at sea, Jason and his Argonauts finally arrived in Colchis to find the Golden

Fleece. They were welcomed into the kingdom by the king, Aeetes, who promised Jason he

could take the fleece, but only after he had performed a number of tasks. Jason agreed. But

Aeetes didn’t really want Jason to take the fleece. Instead, the tasks he set out were designed

to make it impossible for Jason to succeed, to prohibit him from taking the fleece. For

example, one of these tasks was to plant a bag of dragon teeth in the ground. It didn’t end

there though. After they had been planted, these teeth would transform into powerful

warriors, who would attack Jason! Luckily, Aeetes’ daughter, a powerful sorceress called

Medea, had fallen in love with Jason. She promised to help him. Using her magic, Medea

made sure that Jason was never harmed in any of Aeetes’ dangerous tasks. Eventually, he

made it to the biggest challenge of all - the dragon.
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Meanwhile, back in Iolcus, the people of the kingdom had begun to speculate as to whether

or not Jason would ever return from his journey. They were all very worried that he had been

killed. Little did they know, Jason was full of confidence. He believed he could find and slay

the beast that guarded the fleece. Now, there’s one thing that you need to know about this

dragon - it was under a spell. When King Aeetes had chosen the dragon to guard the fleece,

he had asked Medea to cast a spell so it would never sleep. It was very unusual, then, that as

Jason crept slowly through the forest towards the Golden Fleece, he could hear the sound of

snoring. You see, Medea had changed her spell! Thanks to her quick thinking, Jason was able

to sneak past the sleeping dragon without a problem and, before he knew it, he had his hands

clasped tightly around the fleece. It was finally his!

Pelias looked out across the grey and stormy sea. A flash of white caught his eye. In stark

contrast to the dark and gloomy sky behind, the pure white sails of the Argo were sailing

towards him. Pelias couldn’t believe his eyes. Jason was alive! Once he was back on dry land,

Jason marched towards Pelias and threw the Golden Fleece down at the unlawful ruler’s feet.

“I have held up my end of the deal,” said Jason, pointing at the fleece. “Now it is time that you

honour your word.” Pelias refused to hand over the kingdom, not wishing to give up his

power to Jason. But Jason still had Medea on his side. Medea used her magic to ensure Pelias

would never be seen again, and Iolcus began a new era with Jason as king.
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