Teaching and Learning Bulletin
17th April 2020
Dear Parents and Carers,
The ‘Easter break’ has drawn to a close and certainly very different this year. Thank you to students, parents and
carers who continue to follow the government guidance; staying home and staying safe. This week, it is back to home
schooling for the majority of students, parents and carers.
Remember, it is advised for those who home-school to work on academic materials for two to three hours per day,
time to be creative and of course exercise of some description each day. Teachers are setting work that students can
work on to their own pace as all students differ in how they work and what can be accomplished in a time frame.
Please reassure your child /children that everything does not have to be completed exactly to the deadline during this
time, teachers are trying to make sure there are plenty of learning opportunities for students in all subject.
Thank you for the great entries we have been receiving for the Bake Off Challenge, Best Dressed Egg and the current
challenge of the Ambition mood board, it is great to see the brilliant work students are doing during this time. Keep
your eyes peeled for this week’s Virtual School Bulletin for winner announcements. This week’s bulletin contains tips
for supporting students during home learning.
Remember, we are here to help and can be reached at: admin@wigstonacademy.org if you have any queries.
Wishing you a healthy and happy Easter,
Wigston Academies Trust.

Virtual School Bulletin
Remember, we need your help!
Please can you send us pictures of you studying or being creative, a book or film review, you taking part in the Bake Off
Challenge, a poem, short story, book review or something you’d like to share along with a brief description of what's
happening to: bulletin@wigstonmat.org

Teachers will be setting tasks via SMHW, My Maths and via
google classroom and Microsoft teams in subjects such as A
Level Psychology and A Level PE for example.
We also encourage all students to read for at least 20 minutes
each day.

Don’t forget there are all the educational opportunity ideas
shared previously in Teaching and Learning Bulletins.

Supporting Students with Home Learning
Tips for Parents and Carers
Having a daily routine:
Students working at home need to plan their time during the week so that they are able to complete the tasks being set
by their teachers. This is a strange time and there will have been and may be teething problems to start with.
Setting up a daily routine:
Option 1:
Encourage your son/daughter to follow their typical school timetable in terms of the pattern of lessons they follow (it
does not matter if timings are different and remember 2-3 hours of ‘lesson time’ is advised for home schooling, this does
not have to be in one block, it can be broken up over the day. This does allow for all subjects to be covered over the
week. All they need to do is check the work for that subject via SMHW, My Maths etc.
Option 2:
Help your son/daughter to create a bespoke timetable for the week. For example; identifying Monday as an English
Morning and history in the afternoon, Tuesday as a Maths morning and geography in the afternoon and so on until time
has been blocked for all subjects studied.
Make it clear where there are study breaks and where the lunch break is scheduled, this helps to keep a routine and
checking what has been set in the morning.

Encourage breaks form devices:

Find a suitable work space:

Try to limit the amount of access or time your child
has to electronic games, phones, tablets or TV. As we
know this can be a big distraction to us as well as
students. Time to relax is also a key during this time
and students need a healthy balance of leisure time
and school work.

If it is at all possible, having a dedicated study space will
help students to separate school work from leisure and
avoid distractions like their mobile phones, TV’s and
tablets.

Take an active interest in their learning:
Monitor your child’s wellbeing and mental health:
You can make sure that your son/daughter is eating
well, goes to bed in good time and is well-rested. You
can also encourage them to get out for fresh air,
perhaps a family walk. Exercise is important too,
whether it is Joe Wicks in a morning, or using the
challenges shared by the WAT PE department.

As a parent or carer, supporting their home learning may
seem difficult. Helping students to create daily work
plans, asking them about their work and checking that it’s
done, encouraging them to keep in touch with their
teachers is important. This can be done via SMHW or
sending queries to admin@wigstonacademy.org which
will be forwarded to the appropriate teachers.

YOU ARE DOING YOUR BEST!!
We understand that we are living through a difficult times at the moment. There will be times where you will need to
recalibrate and take the pressure off. You are raising your children and many of you juggling working from home too and
doing your best at a time where they are trying to process everything that is going on in the world at present. Sometimes
it makes sense to sit down together, enjoy a cup of tea, talk about what is going on and how you are feeling and take time
to sit in the sunshine and recharge your batteries. Thank you for all you are doing and if you or your children need support
or help in any way, please contact us at the Trust and we will do what we can to help.

WAT BAKE OFF – Week 3
Wee
Week three – Bread and bread products was this week’s challenge, some excellent entries again!

Winners will be
announced on the
Virtual School
Bulletin.

It is the final for this round of bake off, as it will be a pastry dish and
cake dish for an afternoon tea, the submission deadline will be Friday

24th April to give you time to do your makes 

r

You still have time to enter the
Best Dressed egg competition
those closes on the 19th April.

AMBITION CHALLENGE
One of our key values is ambition. This week we are challenging you to create an ‘Ambition Mood board’. You can
choose a format that you would like whether it is a power point, poster, mind map or any other idea you can choose.
It can be hand drawn or you can use your IT skills if you have a computer at home.
This is a big ask, on your mood board you need to use images, quotes and information to illustrate – what your
ambitions, hopes and dreams are for the next 5 years?
Is there somewhere you would really like to visit? A book you would really like to read? A career you desperately
want to pursue and what qualifications do you need to achieve it? Are you a sports person and really want to
become the next Andy Murray, Owen Farrell, Jamie Vardy, Katherine Grainger or Rebecca Adlington. Is there a
certain university you are dreaming of attending? Can’t wait to learn to drive etc.

Please send complete mood boards
to: bulletin@wigstonmat.org with
ambition as the subject of the email.

Closing date: 24th April 2020

Uploading work to SMHW:
We have had several queries about how to upload work to show my Homework.
If you use this link: https://help.teamsatchel.com/en/articles/2912000-submittingmy-work-online this will take you to a useful tutorial and take you through how to
upload the work.

All Year Groups Careers Guidance – Careers talks from professionals
Over the next few weeks there will be some fantastic opportunities to hear from people working in a variety of
different industries. This is a great way of finding out about employment opportunities that you possible haven’t
thought of before. The talks will be online – and targeted to different age groups – starting at 10am or 2pm. The
talks will last between 30-60 mins and there will be a chance to ask questions at the end of each talk. All the
information will be shared via Show My Homework at the start of each week – the link can be accessed through any
device (but not through Internet Explorer). More information about each presentation will be included on SMH.
Students will be able to join the live event anonymously and should aim to be set up 5 minutes before the start of
the presentation. It’s a good idea to have researched the person delivering the talk and the company prior to the
event. The talks for the week beginning 20th April are:
Mon 20th April – 2pm; Years 10-13
Tom Toumazis MBE - Former Media, Entertainment and Tech Executive, now investor in start up companies
Tues 21st April – 10 am; Years 10-13
Edward Vince – Creative Director of Airbnb
Wed 22nd April – 10am; Years 7-9
Paul Williams – Producer, BBC Natural History Unit
Thurs 23rd April – 2pm; Years 7-13
David Morrissey – Actor and Director
Fri 24th April – 10am; Years 7-9
Baroness Natalie Bennett – Peer and Former Leader of the Green Party – discussing the environment and plastic
usage
Post 16 Update:
Most Universities are currently doing virtual tours so Year 12 you can still be making a start on
‘visiting’ universities.
You can also access learning opportunities during this home schooling time.

Here is an example of what to look
for, this one is Lincoln University.
Links can be found on the
university Facebook and Twitter
pages.

