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22nd January 2021

Welcome to our latest parent bulle n. We hope that you find this informa on useful.
We have also updated our Frequently Asked Ques ons document which you can find on our website. As always if
you have any ques ons or queries please contact us.

We hope you are all doing okay and doing your best to keep
safe. We want to say a thank you for your con nued support
during this lockdown.
All Year groups now have live lessons as part of the remote
learning package and we have had some lovely posi ve
feedback from students, parents, guardians and their wider
families. We know there can be hiccups with technology, but
together we are working to resolve it.

What is happening with exams this year for Year 11 and Year 13 Students
The Government are now consul ng on their proposals on how students should be assessed now that the
summer exams have been cancelled. Details of these proposals and the link for the consulta on can be
found at: h ps://www.gov.uk/government/consulta ons/consulta on‐on‐how‐gcse‐as‐and‐a‐level‐
grades‐should‐be‐awarded‐in‐summer‐2021
The main proposals include:

Grades must reflect what a student knows, understands and can do.

Exams boards can provide training and guidance for teachers.

Exam boards should produce a set of test papers than can be used to aid assessment.

Teachers should assess any non‐examined coursework which has been collected.

Teachers should draw on a broad range of evidence to make their final assessment.

Schools will put procedures in place to ensure grades have been awarded fairly and exam boards
may check these procedures.

Teachers will submit grades by mid‐June.

Teachers should not tell students or parents/carers the grade that has been submi ed.

Results may be published to students earlier than normal

Students should have the right to appeal a grade.
Please note that parents, carers and students are encouraged to respond to the online survey themselves
although we will also respond as a school, giving our views on what we believe is the fairest way for our
children to be assessed. The consulta on closes on Friday 29 January at 23:45.
While we wait for the outcome of the consulta on, our basic message to students does not change: ‘Keep
making the eﬀort and keep working’. As always, please ask for help if you need it. If you or your child have
any concerns in the mean me, please get in touch so that we can help.

Getting Ready for Virtual Lessons
All students should now have now been set up on Teams so that they are able to access their virtual lessons. With
Year 7, 8 and 9 star ng this week, it was a mammoth task but made much easier by our students’, Parents’ and
Carers’ pa ence and understanding, so we would like to thank you for that. We would also like to thank our staﬀ
volunteers who we dra ed in and trained up to help us deal with the requests for passwords and with the enquiries
that you had about your own technology and equipment. Can we remind you that we now have a dedicated email
address for password and login issues: password@wigstonmat.org
Thank you to those of you that have been using this as it is proving to be the most eﬃcient way of dealing with
these kind of enquiries.
If you need help with virtual learning please see our FAQs document which is on the website or contact us by:
telephoning 0116 2881228 (Monday to Friday 8.30am to 3.30pm) or emailing admin@wigstonacdemy.org or
admin@wigstoncollege.org so that we can help.

Remote Learning
Just a li le reminder about remote learning. The plan we have in place meets all of the DfE guidance on the
expecta ons the Government have for your children’s learning. However, we are human and we know our
students. They are all individuals and their ability to transi on to live and remote learning is diﬀerent, let alone
processing and comple ng work delivered in the lessons or tasks set. It has made a diﬀerence being able to see a
friendly face or hear a familiar voice.
Our message to you all as parents, guardians and students is do what you can. Please do not get stressed.
Students can contact their teachers for help if needed. Please bear with teachers; they will get back to you as soon
as they can. If they are teaching four or five lessons in a row, they do not have me to respond to messages etc.
when teaching.

Top Tip
What if my child is not ge ng any no fica ons/lesson invita ons
Students can avoid missing out on valuable live lesson learning me as well as receiving key no fica ons by doing
the following:
a) Students must remember to log on to their own Teams' account
b) Students must remember to fully open up their Teams' calendar.
c) Students must reply (RSVP) to the email invi ng them to join their live lessons.

Year 11 Post 16 Applications
All applica ons are being processed and sent oﬀ over the next couple of weeks. Students can check the progress of
their applica ons through the PS16 website. Sixth form colleges and College of Further Educa on will start to
process the applica ons, oﬀer interviews and places for September 2021 a er February 12th. If you have any
ques ons regarding the process please contact Miss Mar n cmar n@wigstonmat.org or Mrs Heath
rheath@wigstonmat.org

Reports and Parents’ Evenings
We know how important it is that you know how you child is progressing and that you want to know how to help
and support them. The pandemic has made us have to change how and when we run our parents' evening and
repor ng programme. So please see the revised programme for this term, which we intend to run, of course with
the usual proviso that things may have to change due to na onal or local issues.
Year 7
Year 8

Virtual Parents’ Eve (date to be confirmed)
Virtual Parents’ Eve in February

Year 9

Year 11

Electronic wri en report due in March
Electronic data report in January followed by a virtual Parents’ Evening later
in the term
Electronic wri en report to parents by February half term holiday

Year 12

Virtual Parents’ Eve took place in January

Year 13

Electronic wri en report due in March

Year 10

Please note, we have just subscribed to an App which will allow us to run Parents’ Evenings virtually, with our Year
8 Parents and Carers being our experimental group! This follows two very successful Sixth Form virtual events
where we were able to use TEAMS accounts.
More details on virtual events will follow.

YEAR 9 Careers Survey
As part of the PSHCE lesson on 14th January students were asked to complete a survey about their future. This will
help the Careers team to help and support students over the next few years. If you have not completed the survey
please click on this link h ps://forms.gle/8e2bJGin1Pr45DBu5 it will only take a couple of minutes to complete. If
you have already completed the survey, thank you, there is no need to complete it again.

Attendance
For our next steps in tracking a endance, teachers have been asked to iden fy students who are not
present in a live lesson or a live tutor me. At the end of each day an automated message will be sent home if a
student misses one or more of the scheduled live sessions. The pastoral team will track individuals and if needs be
follow up with a phone call home. If your child is unwell or unable to a end the sessions for any other reason
please email their Head of Year so that staﬀ can be made aware not to expect their a endance and no follow up
calls are made or messages sent. Students coding on the school system will not be amended.

Submi ng work – Top Tip!
iPhone users, if you go to your notes
page>camera icon>scan documents, you can
then email or upload on Satchel:One or Teams a
high quality image of your hand‐wri en work

Tutor Time
To help support our students we will be reintroducing tutor me from Monday 25th January.
Year 7, 8 and 9 tutor me
Tutor me will take place on a Monday and Thursday each week. It will run, as a Teams mee ng, for 5‐10 minutes
star ng from 8:40am. During this me, your child's form tutor will check in with their group, deliver any messages
or be on hand to address any of the students concerns.
Year 10 and 11 tutor me
Tutor me will run, as with Year 7 8 and 9 via a Teams mee ng. It will run for 5‐10 minutes but because of the
number of live lessons KS4 students are undertaking it will only run once a week, on a Tuesday from
8:40am. Again, as with KS3, it will be used to check–in with students, see if there are any issues or concerns, and it
will allow us to deliver any messages we have.
Students should be ready for their tutor me by signing into Teams and have their microphones muted and their
cameras switched oﬀ. During the mee ng staﬀ may ask students to turn on cameras or microphones should it be
necessary.

Remote Learning Top Tips for students:






If you are struggling with the work load – priori se live
lessons
Let teachers know you are struggling – if you are too anxious
to write in the chat in a live lesson, remember you can s ll
use the chat func on / email to let teachers know
Submit the tasks completed for feedback – it lets you and
your teachers know how you are doing
Lessons are following your normal metable – make me to
have your break and lunch break as you would in school

Wigston Academies Trust Bake/Cook Off
Due to student and staﬀ requests, The WAT Bake oﬀ is back!
Bake oﬀ is open to students in all year groups and staﬀ or their li le helpers at home
It gives us an opportunity to express our crea vity and it is a great mindfulness opportunity.
The quality of entries during the last lockdown was superb – it is by choice and for fun .
Entries will be shared on the bulle n.
Challenge 1: 25th January to 4th February 2021
Create the best 4 ingredient recipe!
Rules:
It can be sweet or savoury
It does not need to be ‘baked goods’
Use what you have at home
Mrs Pollon’s current favourite 4 ingredient recipe is roasted vegetable fri ata
Please send entries to bakeoﬀ@wigstonmat.org

Career Talks
Next week there is the opportunity to take part in a live broadcast with Nicola Cook, Chief Opportunity Oﬃcer &
CEO, Company Shortcuts Ltd for this Thursday. This talk will be suitable for students who are interested in hearing
a successful entrepreneur discuss her experiences and advice on developing resilience.
If you are unable to join the live broadcast you can access the library pre‐recorded and past talks here:
h ps://www.speakersforschools.org/inspira on/vtalks/vtalks‐video‐library/
DATE
Mon 25th January
2‐3pm

SPEAKER
Jason Spencer, Business Development Director, ITV
for KS4‐5

LINK TO JOIN

Tues 26th January
10‐11am

Brandie Deignan, Chief Execu ve Oﬃcer, Pier Health
Group & Former Managing Director, Marco Pierre
White Restaurants for KS4‐5

LINK TO JOIN

Wed 27th January
2‐3pm

Col Russell Lewis, Head of Youth Engagement, Royal
Military Academy Sandhurst for KS3‐5

LINK TO JOIN

Thurs 28th January
2‐3pm

Toby Jones, Actor for KS4‐5

LINK TO JOIN

INFO
Join us here to hear Jason Spencer, Business
Development Director at ITV share his per‐
spec ve on how the world of media and mar‐
ke ng is changing and the impact of digital
transforma on. Jason has led the growth in
revenue of ITV’s commercial teams across the
UK outside London and will be sharing career
advice for those considering careers in TV and
digital sectors.
Join us to hear Brandie Deignan, Chief Execu‐
ve Oﬃcer at Pier Health Group and Former
Managing Director at Marco Pierre White Res‐
taurants discuss the importance of empower‐
ment and what is it like to change your career
path. A must watch for young aspiring leaders!
Join us to watch a broadcast with Lieutenant
Colonel Lewis from The Royal Military
Sandhurst. Lieutenant Colonel Lewis le regu‐
lar service in 2013 and now delivers strategy,
leadership and team building training. He will
discuss how values and standards benefit
great teamwork and leadership. He will also
reflect on how young people can build their
confidence and resilience.
Tune in to hear from Actor, Toby Jones. Toby
has starred in films such as the Hunger Games,
Harry Po er and Snow White and the Hunts‐
man. Toby will be sharing his insights into his
career and discussing the importance of the
crea ve industries. There will be an oppor‐
tunity for students to submit their own
ques ons.

HOW TO JOIN THE LIVE BROADCASTS
 Join 10 minutes before the broadcast to be ready
You can join without needing an account – Watch how here

Conduct in Live Lessons
Students in KS3 and Year 10 are se ling into the new rou ne of Live lesson really well and the engagement in all
years has been really posi ve. A minority of students have been a li le silly and changed their user icon to an image
that is not appropriate.

Reminders for KS3 and KS4 Students:
 Please leave the use icon as your ini als – this supports teachers in knowing which students are raising
hands etc. instead of a picture of a horse for example.
 Arrive to Live lessons on me
 Camera’s and microphones should be turned oﬀ
 Chat is not to be used for socialising, it’s purpose is to enable students to respond to their teacher to
demonstrate their knowledge and understanding

Learning Strategies
Please see the infographics, recapping how we learn, a useful reference point. Next week’s focus will be how we
remember.

Teachers are very proud of the engagement from students in their remote learning and would like to share their
WOW work each week.
KS3: Observa onal drawings focusing on propor on and texture.
Well done to Alex Hill, Cadie Munday, Charlo e Jones, Kursat Erdogan, Molly Hanney and Melody Mubiayi

Izzy Addison Year 8

Aim:
To support mental wellbeing and provide children with a diﬀerent challenge to enjoy during the new na‐
onal lockdown.
Entries will be shared in the weekly bulle n and give our students and families These another op on to
engage with remote learning.
There will be new challenges set each week.

Rules:
All ac vi es should be completed at home or in the garden (depending on the weather!)
Challenges are for enjoyment only!
Instruc ons are simple, but read them carefully, and be as imagina ve, as there may be sneaky hidden
clues or rules.
One entry per student
Equipment can be anything at home unless specified and try not to google or any other search engine for
help!
Give it a go and try your own crea vity.
Have fun and students – get your family involved!

This weeks challenges: You can choose which one you want to try!
How many socks can you pair in one minute? Submit your best a empt!
Disguise a fruit as another fruit!
Make a house of cards.

Please send entries to: taskmaster@wigstonmat.org

Oak National — Free Data Access
Mobile networks are to make online educa on resource Oak Na onal Academy free to access un l schools
reopen.
Mobile customers with O2, Three, Vodafone, EE, BT, Virgin, Sky and Plusnet will be able to browse the site even if
they are out of data.

Home Learning
We would like to thank all of our students and teachers for the way they have adapted to virtual learning.
A endance to lessons has been excellent, students are responding well and are making good progress. If you are
experiencing any issues with access to your online lessons, or are finding home study par cularly diﬃcult, please
do not hesitate to contact us.
January Exams
The January exams are now over. We would like to thank the students who chose to come into College to sit the
exams but also fully support those who have chosen to postpone si ng them un l a later date. More informa on
on this will follow once we know more.
Absence
If a student is absent from a virtual lesson, we will contact the Parent or Carer within 2 working days. This is to
ensure that they are aware and to iden fy if there are any issues preven ng a endance where we can oﬀer
support. If a student knows that they will not be able to a end a lesson, they should no fy their teacher in
advance. As Parents or Carers can we ask that you no fy the College as normal if a student will be absent from
their virtual lesson due to illness or other circumstances. These calls are part of our safeguarding process.
Rewards
Some of our students are working excep onally well at home, which we understand can be very diﬃcult. Last
week students were nominated by teachers for excellent virtual engagement and their names were entered in a
draw. Well done to all those students who were entered and congratula ons to those who received a voucher.
This will con nue over the next few weeks so keep working hard and lookout for an email!
Parents Evening
We would like to thank all of the parents, students, and staﬀ that made our Year 12 Virtual Parents' Evening such
a success. It was great to finally have a conversa on with you albeit virtually. We place a great deal of value and
importance on the rela onship we have with you as parents and this was a great opportunity to feedback and
discuss how well Year 12 have se led into the College, Sixth Form life, and their all‐important studies. If you have
any follow up ques ons or concerns regarding anything raised during your appointments, please do not hesitate
to be in touch with either the subject teacher or a member of the Sixth Form team and we will be more than
happy to get back to you.
Admissions update
As of the me of wri ng, we have received nearly 300 applica ons to join the College for September 2021 and we
are s ll a few weeks oﬀ from the applica on deadline! If you would like to be considered for a place in our thriving
and sought a er Sixth Form College please do make sure that you get your applica on to us for considera on, as
we will be star ng to oﬀer places to students as soon as we pass the 12th February deadline. Don’t miss out!

