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Welcome to our weekly bulletin...
Welcome to this latest addi on of the bulle n. We hope that you had some me for rest and relaxa on
over the half‐term break. Since the government’s announcement we have been busy reading the
guidance and ensuring that we plan for a safe and orderly return to our schools. We are really looking
forward to welcoming our students back and ge ng them back on track not only in terms of their
academic progress, but to support them with their mental and social health and wellbeing.
Our tes ng centre is up and opera onal as it has been since January. We are currently planning for the
organisa on of tes ng week (week beginning 8th March). We have also included further informa on
about tes ng in this bulle n.
We are also finalising our plans for the Year 9 GCSE op ons choices and you can find further informa on
in this bulle n. This week the government have also begun to send out their guidance about how grades
will be awarded for students across this country. We will send out further informa on as we find out
more, but what we do want to do is reassure you and our students that we will endeavor that we do all
that we can to ensure that they are supported to achieve their poten al during these challenging mes.
As always if you have any ques ons or queries please get in touch.

Stars of the Week

Don’t forget to nominate your child/children for the work they are doing at home. To nominate your child or
children, simply email stars@wigstonmat.org, type your child’s full name and tutor group in the subject line and
then in the email give a brief reason or set of reasons for the nomina on. All of our Wigston Stars’ names will be
kept on record, and when school is up and running as normal, all of these will be entered into a big prize draw.

Learning Strategies ‐ Retrieval Prac ce and Consolida ng Learning
Retrieval ac vi es are used in all subjects during lessons, ac vi es students experience include:

Brain dumps – simply wri ng down as much informa on as a student can about a given topic

Picture Prompt – students are given a series of images connected to a specific topic and they
have to explain something in their own words – for example osmosis in science

Memory Lane – this technique can be used for any subject you study

It’s Na onal Careers Week
Na onal Careers Week (NCW) is a celebra on of careers guidance and free resources in educa on across the UK.
The aim is to provide a focus for careers guidance ac vity at an important stage in the academic calendar to help
support young people leaving educa on. There are lots of opportuni es for students to access a range of resources
to raise awareness of diﬀerent career opportuni es.
Remember there is a Careers Guidance sec on on the Academy and College website h p://careers‐
enterprise.wigstonmat.org/ ‐ this gives you lots of up to date informa on about the careers guidance programme
across the Trust, Appren ceship Support and vacancies, resources to help young people make decisions about their
future – and much more.
Throughout the week there will be lots of informa on shared on the Wigston Academy and Wigston College social
media pages. Keep your eyes peeled.

Numeracy
Unfortunately the maths challenges have not been able to run this year however @mrbartonmaths (Craig Barton)
poses ques ons daily on Twi er that have common misconcep ons.
The ques on below is only answered correctly 46% of the me, how would you (your child) help out the two
students a emp ng the ques on?

Teams troubleshooting:

If lessons are not appearing on Teams calendars, please check the following:


Students must remember to log on to their own Teams' account (if sharing a device with siblings or
parents, make sure they have logged off and you log into your own account).




Students must remember to fully open up their Teams' calendar.
Students must reply (RSVP) to the email inviting them to join their live lessons.
The WAT Student Teams User Guide on the remote learning page of the Academy Website

Remote Learning
We are looking forward to welcoming you back, however, for now remember we are asking you to do your best,
please do not stress. If you are struggling to complete the tasks set try to:

Priori se live lessons and complete tasks set in those

Complete work set by your teachers on Satchel:One

The remote learning page is there IF you have been directed to a task on it for independent study or should
you wish to do some addi onal work.
Paper Resources:
KS3:
If students are unable to access remote learning, please contact recep on to request printed materials. They will
arrange a collec on me for you. You will have been contacted by us this week to arrange handing in completed
work for feedback. This will be given back to the student on their return in the week beginning 8th March.
Booklet 3 for KS3 is ready for collecƟon and contains paper based resources for this half term.
KS4:
Please inform the appropriate Head of Year if there is an issue and they will support you in finding an appropriate
solu on. Year 10 contact: lmoss@wigstonmat.org and for Year 11 contact: dcarle @wigstonmat.org
KS5:
Please inform the KS5 Manager Mrs Rose: rrose@wigstonmat.org and she will support you in finding an
appropriate way forward.

Year 9—It’s Op ons Time!
As many of you would have read in Mr Wilson’s le er on Thursday, we are now in a posi on to launch the Op ons
process with our Year 9 students. For those of you unfamiliar with the process, our Year 9 students are able to
choose some of the subjects that they study in Year 10 and 11, whether these are GCSEs or equivalent courses.
We are going to take advantage of the staggered return to school and allow Year 9 students to start on Monday
15th March. This means we can use the week beginning 8th March to oﬀer a metable of Virtual Taster lessons
where students can choose to try out the wide range of GCSE and Level 2 courses that we have on oﬀer for next
year. This is a really exci ng opportunity as it allows students to access as many subjects as they want whereas the
tradi onal in‐school Taster lessons have limited them to three. It is inevitable that we will run Taster sessions in
subjects that may not run but, as always, this is down to student demand. That is why it is important that our Year
9 students engage with this process so that they can make informed decisions about what they do and do not
want to do.
As part of this Op ons Week, we will also be running virtual drop‐in sessions to support with careers, and also
making available various resources that follow on from the extensive work that students have been doing on
future pathways in their PSHCE lessons since November.
More details of how these Taster lessons will operate, and how students can book a place on them, will follow.
The Tasters will also be followed up by a digital presenta on to parents, carers and students which will explain
how the Op on process works. We will also provide an Op ons guide detailing courses and who to contact for
more informa on. In the absence of an Op ons Evening, we are planning to produce a series of videos which will
available on the Academy website to give an outline of the courses that students can poten ally choose as they
move into Year 10.
When Year 9 students are back in school, our aim is to interview each one of them to help them to finalise their
choices. There will also be a virtual Parents’ Evening in April and this will be advance of students having to submit
their final Op ons choices so that you and your children have the opportunity to speak to relevant staﬀ about the
courses they should be pursuing in Key Stage 4.

Junior Bake Oﬀ are looking for young budding bakers between 9 ‐15 years old.
Filming will take place from July 2021, but applica ons close on Sunday 28th March 2021.
Interested bakers can apply online at ‐ WWW.APPLYFORJUNIORBAKEOFF.CO.UK.

Reminders for KS3 and KS4 Students





Please leave the use icon as your ini als – this supports teachers in knowing which students are
raising hands etc. instead of a picture of a horse for example.
Arrive to Live lessons on me.
Camera’s and microphones should be turned oﬀ.
Chat is not to be used for socialising, it’s purpose is to enable students to respond to their teacher
to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding.

Lateral Flow Tes ng in Schools
The test will be self‐administered by students although a trained adult will be there to support them and complete
the analysis of the test. Tes ng is voluntary although consent must be given for Academy children. If you haven’t
already given consent this can be done by registering via the following link:
h ps://forms.gle/dmSz4fy2FEH4mGYu5
If you do not want us to test your child please could you confirm this by email to admin@wigstonacademy.org
sta ng your child’s name, tutor group and date of birth. If your child is not tested they can s ll return to school or
college with their year group.
For further NHS Informa on for students about the Lateral Flow Test you can follow this link to a short video:
h ps://vimeo.com/481164419
Please see ‘How To Do Your Test’ instruc on sheet on next page.

Message for our Year 11 Students, Parents and Carers
Dear Students, Parents and Carers
You will have seen in the news yesterday and may have watched the full announcement that took place in
the House of Commons about what is going to happen with your grades this year. We are awai ng the full
guidance on this, and there are s ll details to be confirmed for voca onal qualifica ons such as
Cambridge Na onals.
We will look at all of the informa on when we get it, and although some of it is out, just be prepared for
the fact that we probably won’t get any of the full guidance un l later on today. We will then write to you
with the key facts so that you know what the implica ons are for you. One thing is certain: no algorithms;
it will be in school assessment and evidence based, so please try not to worry in the interim and more
next week.
We hope you and yours are well,
Mrs Pollon and the Year 11 Team

We will be running a series of crea vity compe ons over the next few weeks to test out your levels of
crea vity and to encourage you to try something diﬀerent. This compe on is open to all students, families
and Wigston Academies Trust staﬀ.
Draw, paint, crochet, bake, sew, digital design or sculpt the best ‘We are in this together’ representaƟon
entries are:

The rainbow cat ‘diamond pain ng’
picture by Kinga Wrzask Year 9

Keziah Rule Year 9 being excep onally crea ve
designing doll ou its in a range of material. This
paper crea on is brilliant!

This week’s challenge is:

Submit the most creaƟve photograph
– it could be a perspecƟve challenge,
favourite landscape on a daily walk – the choice is yours!
Please send entries to www.admin@wigstonacademy.org with the subject line Mindfulness

Careers Talk
There is a wide range of talks to access this week, hopefully there is something here that is relevant for everyone!
DATE

SPEAKER

INFO

Mon 1st March 10
‐11am

Andrew Bernard, Director,
Na onal Careers Week & Di‐
rector, Innova ve Enterprise
for KS 4‐5

This week is Na onal Careers Week (1st‐6th March) and we are delighted to
welcome Andrew ‘Bernie’ Bernard, a TEDx Speaker, Director of Innova ve
Enterprise and Na onal Careers Week, Entrepreneur and Fellow of Professional
Speaking Associa on. Bernie has, since 2006, worked with schools, businesses,
chari es, universi es and colleges to help over 145,000 young people Bring the
Future to Life through enterprise and careers workshops. Bernie will be sharing
his story about becoming an accidental entrepreneur and will be answering your
ques ons.

Nick Ross, Broadcaster and
Former Crimewatch Presenter
for KS 4‐5

Nick was for many years one of Britain’s most‐trusted broadcasters and is now a
writer, non‐execu ve director, conference moderator and campaigner for
community safety and evidence‐based public policy. He became a household
name in the UK launching breakfast TV, Watchdog and Crimewatch. He has
wri en and directed award‐winning documentaries. He re red from full‐ me
broadcas ng in 2010 to focus on conferences and voluntary work but s ll
contributes to radio and TV. Nick will be speaking about his career journey, crime
and is looking forward to answering your ques ons.

Experience Nursing

Speakers for Schools are delighted to welcome Execu ve Director of Strategy,
People & Partnerships, Birmingham & Solihull Mental Health NHS Founda on
Trust, Patrick Nyarumbu for an Experience Nursing Broadcast. Students will have
the opportunity to hear from Patrick on their career to date, the skills and
quali es needed for a career in Nursing as well as submit their own ques ons for
Patrick.

LINK TO JOIN

Mon 1st March 2‐
3pm

LINK TO JOIN

Mon 1st March 5‐
6pm

LINK TO JOIN

Tues 2nd March 2‐
3pm

Patrick Nyarumbu, Director of
Strategy, People and Partner‐
ships, Birmingham and Solihull
Mental Health NHS Founda on
Trust for KS 4‐5
Pavita Cooper, Founder, More
Diﬀerence for KS 4‐5

LINK TO JOIN

Tues 2nd March 5‐
6pm

Ella d'Amato, Chief Commercial
& Partner Oﬃcer, Not on the
High Street for KS3‐5

Join us for a broadcast with Ella d’Amato, Chief Commercial & Marke ng Oﬃcer,
Not on the High Street. Ella was previously the CEO of Drum and is now
responsible for making Not on the High Street the most a rac ve place to work,
partner with and buy from. Ella will be talking about what makes a great product
and will be providing advice for those who are interested in pursuing a career in
marke ng.

Kajal Odedra, UK Director,
Change.org KS3‐5

We are going to be joined by Kajal Odedra, a writer and ac vist, with over 13
years experience in the campaigns sector. As Execu ve Director for Change.org
UK, the largest pe on pla orm, she has grown the pla orm to over 19 million
users in the UK. A er iden fying a diversity problem in the UK campaigns sector
she founded the People of Colour in Campaigns network. She is on the board for
Save The Children UK and Ada's List. Kajal will be sharing her career journey and
highlights and is looking forward to answering your ques ons.
Join us for a live Broadcast with James Worrall, Founder and CEO of Leaders in
Sport, a London based interna onally focused conference, training and
intelligence service for industry leaders in sport. Prior to star ng Leaders James
held various senior roles in sport with ENIC (owners of Vicenza, Basel, AEK Ath‐
ens, Slavia Prague), Bristol City FC and the Football Associa on. James will be
sharing his experiences with Leaders in Sport and discussing the importance of
networking and building rela onships.

LINK TO JOIN

Wed 3rd March 10
‐11am

LINK TO JOIN
Wed 3rd March 5‐
6pm

LINK TO JOIN

Pavita is the founder of More Diﬀerence, a talent and career insight business that
works with organisa ons and individuals to accelerate talent, Pavita is recognised
as a leading talent and diversity expert; she has over 25 years’ experience as an
execu ve talent leader across a range of mul ‐sector global blue‐chip
organisa ons, including Shell, Barclays and Lloyds Banking Group. Pavita has
acted as an advisor to CEOs, execu ve teams and business leaders across sectors
that include financial services, energy, consumer, professional services and luxury
goods. Pavita will speaking about her career journey and is looking forward to
answering your ques ons.

Jimmy Worrall, Founder and
CEO, Leaders in Sport for KS 4‐5

DATE

SPEAKER

INFO

Thurs 4th March 2‐
3pm

Mandisa Greene, President,
Royal College of Veterinary
Surgeons for KS3

Join us here for a broadcast with Mandisa Greene, President of the Royal College
of Veterinary Surgeons. She started her career working in a small animal prac ce
in Scotland but moved to the West Midlands where she has worked both in
general and emergency small animal prac ce. Mandisa is passionate about
increasing diversity in Veterinary Medicine. Mandisa has worked for Harper
Adams University as a lecturer in Veterinary Sciences educa ng both students
and qualified veterinary nurses. Mandisa will be presen ng on her journey to
becoming President of RCVS and will be answering your ques ons about
veterinary science and medicine.

Nalan Dodgson, Director of
Talent Acquisi on, Burberry for
KS 4‐5

We are looking forward to welcoming Nalan Dodgson, Director of Talent
Acquisi on at Burberry. Before working at Burberry, Nalan was the Resourcing
Manager at Harrods. Nalan will be sharing insights into her career and will be
providing advice on how to stand out during the recruitment process.

Ka e Vanneck Smith, Co‐
Founder and Publisher, Tor‐
toise Media for KS 4‐5

We are looking forward to hos ng a broadcast with Ka e Vanneck‐Smith,
Co‐founder and Publisher at Tortoise. Ka e was President of The Wall Street
Journal & Dow Jones , where she led the company to over 3m subscribers. She
has previously worked at the Telegraph Media Group and The Times, where, as
Chief Marke ng Oﬃcer, she was the architect of the newspaper’s early move to
paid digital subscrip ons. She created the UK’s first news membership brand,
Times+. She was named Pioneer of the Year at the Bri sh Media Awards. Ka e
will be sharing her pathway to success and reflec ng on what she has learnt
during her career. Ka e will also be answering your ques ons.

LINK TO JOIN

Thurs 4th March 5‐
6pm

LINK TO JOIN
Fri 5th March 10‐
11am

LINK TO JOIN

HOW TO JOIN THE LIVE BROADCASTS
 Join 10 minutes before the broadcast to be ready
You can join without needing an account :
h ps://www.speakersforschools.org/inspira on/vtalks/upcoming‐vtalks/
If you miss the live talk or would like to search for a talk in another sector click on this link:
h ps://www.speakersforschools.org/inspira on/vtalks/vtalks‐video‐library/
If the links below don’t work you can access the live broadcasts here.
h ps://www.speakersforschools.org/inspira on/vtalks/upcoming‐vtalks/

Musical Theatre Dance Along
Over half term the Performing Arts department hosted a Musical Theatre Dance Along. Students danced along with
Mrs Partridge and Miss Watkiss to songs from musicals such as Mamma Mia, Saturday Night Fever and The Rocky
Horror Show. They also learnt choreography to We Go Together from Grease which we are hoping we may be able
to share in a performance during the summer term. Please keep an eye on @dancewigston on twi er for details of
our next event!

Year 9 ADT students have been learning about fibre and how to make small changes to meal
choices and recipes using nutri onal data. Some students were so inspired that they took on the
challenge to make fibre‐rich bakery items at home.

Keziah Rule—Fibre meal plan

Khiyarna Rai—Fibre Muﬃns
Scarlet Hammond ‐ Fibre boosted
Banana & Raisin Muﬃns

Poppy Pickard—Fibre meal plan

Charlo e Jones—Lamb Rogan Josh
adapted recipe

Teachers are very proud of the engagement from students in their remote learning and would like to share their
WOW work each week.

Some of our students in Year 7 and Year 8 were set a task to make pancakes on Shrove Tuesday by
following a recipe wri en in French. Below are some of the amazing entries which were received.

Milo Copeland

Grace Sylvester

Alexandra Leeson

Sam Bullous
Kaitlin Bromley

Isla Doherty
Aheensha Sellathurai
Sophie Ward

Jamie Locatelli
Karmanpreet Katri

Jasmine Westwood
Oliver Doherty
Finn White

Wigston Academies Trust Bake/Cook Oﬀ





Bake oﬀ is open to students in all year groups and staﬀ or their li le helpers at home
It gives us an opportunity to express our crea vity and it is a great mindfulness opportunity
The quality of entries during the last lockdown was superb – it is by choice and for fun
Entries will be shared in the bulle n

Challenge 4

Inspired by the Celebrity Best Home Cook program that has been on TV
this week, it will be a rustle up challenge. Your ingredient for the rustle
up challenge is ‘potatoes’, this also includes sweet potatoes.
The dish can be sweet or savoury and you can also use basic cupboard ingredients from the list below:
Eggs / Cheese / Flour / Cocoa powder / Sugar / Milk / Onions / Herbs & Spices

Entry Deadline is Thursday 4th March

Please send entries to bakeoﬀ@wigstonmat.org

Some of our Pancake Design Entries for
Challenge 3

Aheensha Sellathurai Year 8
Maia Westgarth‐Mestre Year 7
Kinga Wrzask Year 9

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR
“STAR BAKERS“
Vijay Vinod who is our “3D Sculpture“ winner and Aheensha
Sellathurai who is our “sweet or savoury” winner for The Great
Pancake Challenge
Vijay Vinod Year 8

Hello from Wigston College

Taster sessions
Before Christmas Year 11 Wigston Academy students were invited to a end A Level and Level 3 Taster
Sessions at Wigston College. The aim of this was to further their understanding of the subjects and
courses we oﬀer and to see which courses suit them best. Unfortunately due to Covid, some students
were self‐isola ng and unable to a end. We are therefore very pleased to be able to oﬀer Virtual Taster
Sessions via MS Teams which will ensure that all of our prospec ve students get this opportunity. All
students who have applied to us should have received an email explaining how to register and access
the sessions. Our Sixth Form teachers look forward to seeing those who are considering their subjects
and are keen to show what we have to oﬀer. Students who a ended the face to face sessions last term
are very welcome to join us again for the virtual ones, although this is not essen al and some of the
content may be repeated.
Return to College
We are really looking forward to having all of our students back in College and are busy preparing for
their return. Please keep checking your inbox where you will receive all of the informa on you will need
about your return to College from 8th March.

Stunning design by Stacey Henson Year 12

