Welcome to this our latest parent bulletin.
It is hard to believe that half term is nearly upon us.
Students continue to impress us as they face the challenges of a new academic year. Our new Year 7 have really settled
in well and are now working hard academically and taking part in many of the extra clubs and activities that are on offer
to them. Thank you for your positive feedback following their first settling in face to face parents evening and parent
survey.
Year 10 have embraced the challenges of starting GCSE and Year 11 now have a dedicated hub area in which to support
their studies. Our academic mentor has already stated to support students with a co-ordinated revision programme.
Once again, we have seen an increase in our Sixth Form numbers, many are travelling from outside of our natural
catchment area for the high-quality education and care that they receive. Face to face parents evenings and events
have already been held and it has been great to see so many parents engaged in their child’s education.
Academic intervention has already begun across the year groups to enable us to build on the fantastic results our
students achieved last year and we look forward to extending these programmes over the coming year.
It has been a pleasure seeing us return to running trips and visits again and students have already been out on various
trips, including a Dorset residential for Year 12 and a Key Stage 3 languages trip to Spain. Further trips and visits are
planned for later in the year. We know how valuable these experiences are for our students and the memories they can
create, so please encourage your child to take part and get involved.
We are really pleased to have built further capacity in the support of our most-able pupils this year and are extending
our programme and provision for these students. This includes a lecture series, alongside our usual activities such as
debating competitions and links with universities such as Leicester and Cambridge.

We continue to work on improving the facilities on site and have a rolling programme of works. Recently we created a
new Sixth Form common room, Year 11 hub and are currently re-surfacing our all-weather facilities which will benefit all
students.
As always, our schools are only successful when we all work together, therefore If you have any concerns, questions or
feedback then please let us know.
Finally, thank you for all that you do to support your children and our school and college. I wish you all a good half term
break.
Mr Mike Wilson
Headteacher
Wigston Academy/Wigston College

PLEASE NOTE THAT 25TH NOVEMBER IS A TEACHER TRAINING DAY AND THE SCHOOL AND
COLLEGE WILL BE CLOSED TO STUDENTS ALL DAY

We are nearing the end of our first half term and student’s initial nerves and worries have
settled and the year group are pulling together, supporting each other and working hard. Our
percentage attendance is above the school target and currently stands at 96.75% with the
majority of students achieving 100% to date. Their hard work is being acknowledged
and collectively they have accrued a high number of achievement points at 21,033. I am getting
to know them better and them me. As a school we do set them high standards, they are aware
of our expectations and I am pleased to say they meet and continue to embrace our school
values well. I wish them a well‐earned rest over half term in readiness for the long eight week
run up to the Christmas holiday.
Mrs Smith—Head of Year 7

Year 8 have had a lovely start to the academic year and we are continuing to embed our core
ethos and values with our students. We have started our Year 8 Ambassador scheme and the
students are really enjoying this. The ambassadors help and support the smooth running of the
school on a daily basis and support staff in any jobs they may need doing. They are the face of
the school for that day. As a reward students receive 10 achievement points and a
certificate of congratulations. We have also appointed our Student Council reps and I would
like to congratulate all the reps and look forward to working with them throughout Year 8.
I would like to finish on a wonderful piece of news that I received recently about a Year 8
student, Jesamaine Chapman. Jesamaine helps her Mum collecting and distributing food and
flowers to the local community. This behaviour embodies what Wigston Academy is all about,
what we teach our students and how we expect them to behave in our community. I am sure
you’ll agree that this goes above and beyond. Well done Jesamaine.
As always, if you have any concerns regarding your son or daughter then please do not
hesitate to contact me directly at the school. This can be done via reception on 0116 2881228
or via email dcarletti@wigstonmat.org
Mr Carletti – Head of Year 8

Year 9 have had a great start to the year and have all settled in really well. Over the summer
the year group have matured and returned ready to learn. It's been lovely to receive so much
positive feedback from our teaching staff. The year is already in full swing and we have just had
our first residential trip to Spain. This was a big success and our pupils had the opportunity to
develop their language skills, whilst making memories that will last a lifetime.
As Year 9 are aware, this is a very important year for them. Within a few months they will start
the process of selecting their GCSE options. We will be using the next couple of months to
support our pupils to make an informed choice as to which GCSEs to take. This is an exciting
time for them, as this is the first step on their career path and where they start to think about
their future careers. I am looking forward to another successful year working with my year
group.

Mrs Bentley—Head of Year 9

This half term has gone so fast! I am really pleased with how Year 10 have started the academic
year; the vast majority have settled very well into their option choices and it is a pleasure seeing
the work which is happening in lessons. Overall, the behaviour has been of a high standard both
in the classrooms and during social time. We had many weekly rewards during this half term
which include the tutor group with the best attendance and “Tutee of the Week”. We have
many more to come in our end of term assembly which I am really looking forward to. The
Student Council are a wonderful group of young people, they have many great ideas of how we
can make positive improvements to the school. A reminder to Year 10: attendance is vitally
important, everyday counts, every lesson matters. Please bring your readiness kit and reading
book to school every day and remember homework needs to be completed and handed in on
time. I hope all students have a safe, relaxing break ready for the next half term. Thank you for
your continued support and please do get in touch if you have any concerns.

Miss Bramley – Head of Year 10

Year 10 Student Council

Well done to Year 11 on their fantastic start at the College, they have transitioned very well and
have settled into their new working environment very quickly. Our focus this half term has been
ensuring classes are calm, students are focused and are remaining on task. We have also been
working very hard with students and parents around attendance and punctuality as Year 11 is
such an important year - every day and every lesson counts and will have a huge impact on your
child's GCSE results.
We have been very pleased with the good turnout to the afterschool revision sessions, this has
been particularly useful to those students who are struggling with revision and being able to
retain the information. To support the students with revision, Ms Dobney (our academic coach)
has spoken to the students in assembly about revision techniques and good revision habits. We
are sure the students found the assembly very useful and will implement these strategies when
revising over half term. When we return PPEs will begin on 14th November and last for two
weeks. Being better prepared for the PPEs will improve their readiness for the real exams.
Hopefully you got to speak to lots of teachers at the recent parents evening but as always,
please feel free to contact myself via email: rchapman@wigstonmat.org
Mrs R Chapman - Head of Year 11

Mid term break—Monday 17th—Friday 21st October 2022
School Closes—Thursday 24th November 2022
School Opens—Monday 28th November 2022
School Closes—Friday 16th December 2022
School Opens—Wednesday 4th January 2023
School Closes—Friday 17th February 2023
Mid term break—Monday 20th—Friday 24th February 2023
School Opens—Monday 27th February 2023
School Closes—Friday 31st March 2023

School Opens—Monday 17th April 2023
May Day—Monday 1st May 2023
School Closes—Friday 26th May 2023
Mid term break—Monday 29th May—2nd June 2023
School Opens—Monday 5th June 2023
School Closes—Friday 14th July 2023

Here are our top ten students so far this year. As always, students have been selected for their attitude
to learning, good behaviour and excellent attendance. Well done to all of you!
Year 7

Year 8

Year 9

Year 10

Year 11

William Beart

Chloe Burch

Haziq Ahmad

Charlie Beart

Giselle Admire

Ollie Derbyshire

Ruby Dean

Jack Bender

Saim Bhatti

Emily Crouch

Archie Dewick

Olivia Derry

Aashika Kataria

Emilia Bruce

Molly Hanney

Xavier Jethwa

Sebastian Gilliver

Mustafa Kiraz

Soner Celikcan

Marissa McFarlane

Lyla Kendall

Eloise Hawes

Darcie-Mae Lee

Lily Coull

Frances Mitchell

Olly Morton

Arthur Hill

Corey Rodway

Ben Hamilton

Munashe Mugoro

Baylie Myers

Nikola Kwiatkowska

Joshua Sharman

Bethany Kalala

Jake Orbell

Lois Noble

Grace Lowry

Qasim Sheikh

Yashtyn Mhesuria

Harsimran Sadhra

Shanae Sterland

Sebastian SupraJason

Liam Shields

Matilda PetrieTootell

Elena Sequeira

Lucas Wayman

Hanna Tkacz

Charlotte Vann

Brody Wilson

Aisha Tariq

Maths interventions run every Thursday. For Years 7—10 this runs from 3.00 pm to 4.00 pm in ICT 5, for
homework help, revision and general Maths support. Students are welcome to turn up to complete
homework and then leave whenever they are finished. There is also a topic focus which is shared with
students via the weekly power point. For Year 11 there is a higher (C0.12) and a foundation (C0.1)
session. Topics are taken from the KS4 schemes or cover weaker topics using data from the most recent
assessment analysis.
All students are set weekly tasks on Mymaths. The school username is wigston1 The school password is
square177 Please see your Maths teacher if you have forgotten your personal username and password.

Software developer and computer programmer
National average salary £43,889
Primary duties: Developing software requires knowledge of programming languages and mathematics
skills to calculate parameters. Computer programming and the development of computer software
involve mathematics skills and calculations. They read binary code, and programming requires
subtraction, addition and division. Programming or coding degrees remain the top priority, but a maths
minor or advanced courses support your qualifications.

In his relatively short life, Alan Turing — codebreaker,
mathematician and founding father of computer science —
made a unique impact on the history of computing, computer
science, artificial intelligence, developmental biology, and the
mathematical theory of computability. Watch the film about
his life. The ‘Imitation game’
Trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j2jRs4EAvWM

Alan Turing

We continue to have a number of bikes that students are leaving in the bike
areas unlocked. Please can we ask that you check your son/daughter has an
appropriate lock to secure their bike each day.

SEND Local Offer Roadshows
The county Council have asked us to promote their SEND Local Offer Roadshows. The Roadshows bring
together services which support children with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities and their families, all
in one place. They are family friendly events held in an accessible venue throughout the county. Refreshments
and a children's corner are always available, along with opportunities to share your feedback. Dates and
additional information can be found on the link below.
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/education-and-children/special-educational-needs-and-disability/
information-and-support/local-offer-roadshows
In addition to the Roadshows, the County Council also wanted to take this opportunity to promote the E-flyer
that they have developed for the Local Offer. Parents and carers can find out more information about our
services, Facebook Page, SEND News and Information and Support Directory via the flyer and an animation
they have created. Links to the flyer and animation are below.
Flyer: https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/sites/default/files/field/pdf/2021/8/25/SEND-Local-Offer-flyer.pdf
Animation: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KQd-fob5sRo

Admissions Consultation
We are required to consult on our admissions policy every seven years, we are therefore undertaking a
consultation of our admission arrangements. The consultation will run from 1st October 2022 until 31st
January 2023. Further details can be found on our website - https://wigstonacademy.org/admissions

Leicester Community Radio - Leicester Community Radio – Leicester Community Radio is a registered “Not
for Profit” CIC (Community Interest Company) with clear social gain objectives – Increase community
cohesion, help unemployed / low earning individuals progress careers and to help the homeless. Leicester
Community Radio CIC #10433796, Registered in England and managed by voluntary committee

Radio - BBC - Radio 1Xtra - Black History

Stephen Lawrence Research Centre - Stephen Lawrence Research Centre (dmu.ac.uk)

Opal Arts - Opal 22 Arts and Edutainment | (opal22artsed.com)

Serendipity –
https://www.serendipity-uk.com/black-history-month-leicester/

Below are links to activities happening
within Leicester and Leicestershire
during October for Black History month:

October is Black History month in the
UK. The theme is:
Time for Change: Action not words.

As usual, it has been an extremely busy half term in the PE Department with lessons in full swing, our
extensive extra-curricular timetable is up and running and a large number of sporting fixtures already
underway.

Football
The league and National Cup fixtures have started for our boys teams, please see results below:
v Gartree High School
Year 7 – Won – 5-0
Year 8 – Won – 5-3
Year 9 – Drew – 0-0
Year 10 – Won – 3-1
Year 11 – Won – 5-1

v Beauchamp
Year 7 – Drew – 4-4
Year 8 – Drew – 1-1
Year 9 – Won – 9-0

v South Wigston
Year 7 – Lost – 5-2
Year 8 – Won – 5-2
Year 9 – Lost – 3-1
Year 11 – Won – 5-0

The Year 7 Boys’ team also made their debut in the National Cup. Unfortunately, they lost a really close
match 3-2 to Higham Lane. Unlucky lads.
The Year 8 Boys’ team kicked off their National Cup campaign with a great 4-1 win v Harris Academy.
Good luck in the next round.
They Year 10 Boys’ team are also through to the next round of the National Cup after an impressive 6-1 v
Higham Lane. Good luck in the next game boys.
And the Year 11 Boys’ team completed a trio of teams through to the next round as they beat
Brockington 6-3. Well done lads.
There are still league games v Manor and National Cup games to come plus girls football training and
fixtures will be starting soon.

Netball
Our league fixtures have started. Please see the results below:

v Gartree High School
Year 7 – Lost – 3-2
Year 8 – Won – 9-5
Year 9 – Lost – 20-2
Year 10 – Lost – 8-3
Year 11 – Won – 12-10

v South Wigston
Year 7 – Won – 17-1
Year 8 – Won – 23-4
Year 9 – Drew – 13-13
Year 10 – Won – 34-2
Year 11 – Won – 18-15

There are still the league matches v Manor, South Leicestershire Tournaments and County competitions
to look forward to. Well done to all involved.

To keep up to date with information from the PE dept, please follow our Twitter account:
@WigstonAcadPE

Rugby
Our Rugby provision has really started strongly this year as we have been lucky enough to welcome
coaches from Leicester Tigers in to both lessons and to help run extra-curricular clubs. We are looking
forward to the numbers increasing even further and hopefully allowing us to enter some tournaments.

Extra-curricular Clubs
We have seen amazing numbers at all of our extra-curricular clubs with up to 150 students out on a single
evening enjoying participating in sports with their friends. A big well done to everyone who has got
involved!

A reminder that all of our clubs are open to anyone – you do not have to be or even want to be part of
the team to attend! The clubs we have on offer for this term are: KS3 Boys’ Rugby, KS3 Girls’ Rugby,
Netball, Boys’ Football, Girls’ Football, Badminton and Year 9/10 Basketball.

Applying to University for 2023
Year 13 students are busily working on their UCAS applications, applying for university courses starting
in September 2023. All students have received resources to help with this; there have also been
presentations during Life Skills lessons in Year 12 and a personal statement workshop run this term by
Lincoln University. Tutors, Life Skills teachers and Mrs Rose (Student Manager) are all available to
provide guidance over the coming weeks.

Year 13 PPEs
As I am sure you are aware Year 13 will be sitting their Pre-Public Examinations or mocks starting on
Friday 4th November. These are really useful in helping the students find out what knowledge has stuck
so far and where their areas of focus need to be moving towards the final summer examination period.
It also helps inform teachers as to where to focus their support to enable each student to reach their full
potential. It is vitally important that students are aware that these are coming, and vitally important that
they revise and prepare for them thoroughly to get a true picture of where they are currently at. There
will be no tricks and the PPEs will only cover content that has been covered in lessons up to this point.
The students have had input from Ms Dobney our academic mentor with regards to effective ways to
plan their revision and effective revision techniques and should be well into their revision timetables at
this point. We wish them all the best of luck.

Charity Committee and Events
The Charity Committee has started off the term well with two really well organised and very
worthwhile events. So far we have held Pink and Blue day where students were invited to wear items
of pink and or blue to raise awareness for both breast cancer and prostate cancer charities. There was
also some fun and games that students could get involved in at break and lunchtimes which included
throwing ping pong balls into various items of clothing! It was a great day and lovely to see such
fulsome support from all the students here and we managed to raise £171.
We then, along with the Academy, took part in the MacMillan Coffee morning to raise funds. We had
some incredible bakes donated from both staff and students alike. These were sold at break and
lunchtime and we managed to raise over £150 for the charity – a big thank you to all the bakers and all
those that came in and donated (it was such a hardship to have to eat the cakes, but anything for
charity!).

High School Visits and Recruitment
At this time of year, we are busy visiting Post 16 fairs at high schools across the county to talk to Year 11
students about the College. Along with our Sixth Form Ambassadors, we enjoy sharing information
about Wigston College and meeting some fantastic students who are keen to know all about us.
On Wednesday 9th November we will be hosting the Wigston College Open Evening. Students and
parents will have the opportunity to get a feel for the place, meet some of our students and teachers
and see for themselves what a great place Wigston College is to study. If you have a child in Year 11 who
would like to attend, please see the link below which will take you to the booking page. This can also be
found on our website under the ticket booking tab.
https://www.wigstoncollege.org/ticket-booking/

Alumni News
We would like to wish one of our past students, Adam Langeveld all the best as he begins his
post-doctoral studies at the prestigious Cornell University in America. Adam will be studying the
atmospheres of exoplanets using the new James Webb telescope. This is a fantastic, dare we say out of
this world opportunity, and one in which I am sure he will be very successful.

Attendance
It is well documented that poor attendance has a negative impact on achievement and we do everything
we can to ensure that students arrive on time and attend all their lessons. At this stage even one session
missed can impact on essential knowledge and students need to make up for content missed. We are
now able to provide extra catch-up time during 8.35 am and 9.00 am on Wednesday and Friday
mornings for students whose attendance is low or students who miss their Private Study lesson. If
students are required to attend these sessions, you will be contacted by their tutor. We are incredibly
grateful for your support with this.

A Level Drama and Theatre Trip
The Year 13 Drama and Theatre students visited Curve Leicester this month to watch Frantic Assemblies
adaptation of William Shakespeare’s Othello. This was an excellent opportunity for them to experience
live theatre – something that has been sorely missed over the last two years. The students loved the
production and were enthralled by Frantic’s high energy and physical style making for a visceral and
engaging retelling of the story. They were also thrilled to be seated directly behind Steven Graham, the
artistic director of Frantic Assembly himself! A great trip and a really great experience for all that went.

Congratulations to Lily Mallon
You may have seen from our Facebook and social media
sites that we now have a World Champion in our midst.
We would like to again say a massive congratulations and
well done to Lilly Mallon who became the Inter World
champion for Irish dance just recently. What a fantastic
achievement and we are all very proud of you.

Tiger-tots Pre-school
Spaces available
Contact us at: info@tiger-tots.org Phone, 0116 2572020

For more information or to book a tour

Performing Arts have had a very busy start to the academic year. We are currently working on WAT Live
which is being performed on 2nd and 3rd of November. We have over 100 students involved in musical
theatre, dance, live music and drama and we are thrilled with the number of new students involved in
the extra-curricular opportunities we offer.
Alongside this, we are thinking about our Christmas programme. Winter Wonderland, which will be
performed on 14th and 15th of December. We are excited to bring lots of Christmas content to you to get
you all in the festive mood.

Wizard of Oz is our 2023 musical and we are very pleased to welcome back Sarah Varnam who will be our
director for the show. We have over 120 students signed up and the audition process is well under way.
Tickets are available for all our productions and can be purchased through our websites at
www.wigstoncollege.org www.wigstonacademy.org follow the production ticket link. These can also be
purchased from the Academy reception with cash or cheque. Please come and support our amazing
students involved in our productions, some of whom are performing for the very first time. Thank you for
your support and we look forward to seeing you.
Miss Watkiss—Head of Performance

