
 

 

 

 
 

 

Hello all,  

What a year it’s been! This final term has been just as busy and rewarding as the rest of the year. There 

have been so many highlights: Year 7 celebrated the end of their first year with us by enjoying a fun-filled 

disco; Year 8 had a hugely successful camping trip to Exmouth, taking part in a range of outdoor activities; 

Year 9 experienced their first option lessons during a special drop-down day, getting a head start for next 

year; and Year 10 made the big move over to College. And, of course, we said goodbye to our Year 11 

students as they completed their GCSE exams.  

A particularly proud and special moment for me was the Year 11 Awards Evening, where many students 

were recognised for their progress and achievements, as well as receiving several special awards. It was a 

wonderful way to celebrate their time with us.  

Year 11 students will collect their GCSE results on Thursday 21st August. Members of staff will be on hand 

to offer advice, guidance, and support as needed to help them take their next steps - whether that’s joining 

our College, moving into training or apprenticeships or exploring other opportunities. We are incredibly 

proud of everything they’ve achieved.  

Another highlight of this term was the annual Sports Awards Evening, which was a fantastic celebration of 

the hard work, dedication, and talent shown by so many of our students. It was a pleasure to see so many 

individuals and teams recognised in what has been another hugely successful year for the Academy’s sports 

programme.  

This year has also marked an exciting shift in our school culture. Looking ahead to next year, we’ll be 

focusing even more on student progress across all subjects. Commitment to learning will be key - and we’ll 

be recognising and rewarding this consistently. Expect dynamic, high-energy assemblies, complete with 

competitions and prizes, as we continue to raise expectations and celebrate success.  

Finally, I’d like to take this opportunity to thank you for your ongoing support. The partnership between 

school and parents and carers is so important - and when we work together, students truly thrive. So, thank 

you.  

I wish you all a happy, restful and safe summer, and we look forward to welcoming Years 7 to 10 back in the 

new academic year - as well as many of our Year 11 students returning to the College!  

Warm regards,  

 

Mr Chris Conlon – Headteacher Wigston Academy 

 



SCHOOL TERM DATES 

AUTUMN TERM 2025 

School Opens   Tuesday 26th August 2025 

Mid Term Break  Monday 20th October to Friday 24th October 2025 

School closed (Teacher day) Monday 24th November 2025 

Christmas Break  Monday 22nd December 2025 to Friday 2nd January 2026 

SPRING TERM 2026 

School Closed (Teacher day) Monday 5th January 2026 

School Opens   Tuesday 6th January 2026 

Mid Term Break  Monday 16th February to Friday 20th February 2026 

Easter Break   Monday 30th March to Friday 10th April 2026 

SUMMER TERM 2026 

School Opens   Monday 13th April 2026 

May Day   Monday 4th May 2026 

Mid Term Break  Monday 25th May to Friday 29th May 2026 

School Closes   Thursday 9th July 2026 

Bank Holidays:  25th August 2025; 25th and 26th December 2025; 1st January 2026; 3rd April and 6th April 

2026; 4th May 2026; 25th May 2026 

 

End and Start of Term – Information for Parents and Carers: 

Last Day of Term Thursday 10th July 
The Academy and College will close early at 12:15pm on the final day of the Summer term, Thursday 10th 
July, for all year groups. 
 
Students are permitted to wear non-uniform on this day. However, we kindly ask that they dress 
appropriately and avoid dyed hair or clothing/accessories that could pose a health and safety risk (e.g. 
high-heeled shoes or long false nails). 
 
The bus company has been informed and will provide transport at the earlier finish time. If you would 
prefer your child to remain at the Academy until the usual end time of 2:55pm, please contact their Head 
of Year so that we can make appropriate arrangements. 
 
As usual, break time will be extended to allow students to access hot food, including those eligible for free 
school meals. 
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 



 

Return to School Dates 2025/2026 Academic Year 
 

Year Group Date return Start time/ 
Finish time 

Meeting point 

Year 7 Tuesday 26th August 8.35 am* to 2.55 pm Site A Sports Hall 

Year 8 Wednesday 27th August 10.20 am to 2.55 pm Site A playground 

Year 9 Wednesday 27th August 10.20 am to 2.55 pm Canteen playground 

Year 10 Wednesday 27th August 10.20 am to 2.55 pm Site B playground 

Year 11 Wednesday 27th August 10.20 am to 2.55 pm College 

Year 12 Wednesday 27th August induction 
 
Thursday 28th August not in 
 
Friday 29th August – normal teaching day 
 

8.35 am to 12.40 pm* 
*lunch available 12:40-
1:15pm 
 

8.35 am to 2.55pm  
 
 

College 
 
 
 
College 
 

Year 13 Thursday 28th August – welcome back, 
normal teaching day  
 
Friday 29th August – normal teaching day 
 

8.35 am to 2.55 pm 
 
 
8.35 am to 2.55pm 

College 
 
 
College 

*Note Academy gates will close at 8.30 am 
 

YEAR 7 

As Year 7 draws to a close, I want to take a moment to reflect on what has been a truly fantastic year. I 

would like to congratulate all of our Year 7 students for their hard work and dedication throughout their 

first year at Wigston Academy. They have embraced our ethos and values wholeheartedly, shown 

tremendous tenacity and demonstrated real maturity and respect. A huge thank you must go to our 

incredible team of tutors. Their dedication to setting students up for success each day—delivering 

messages, providing essential updates and supporting their wellbeing—has been invaluable. Their work has 

played a key role in everything we've achieved this year. 

It has been a privilege for both myself and Miss Tabor-Brown to lead this incredible year group. We have 

watched with pride as students who struggled at the beginning of the year have grown in confidence and 

as those who started with self-assurance have continued to flourish. 

Many students have enthusiastically taken part in our wide range of extra-curricular activities. From our 

outstanding Performing Arts team and highly successful sports teams to Homework Club and the many 

other clubs on offer, the engagement and behaviour of our students have been exemplary. Well done to all 

who took part—you’ve made us proud. 

As a fitting way to celebrate the end of the academic year, we are excited for our final event: The Year 7 

Disco. We hope it will be a memorable occasion for all who attend and a great way to mark the end of a 

wonderful first year at Wigston Academy. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to publicly thank Miss Tabor-Brown (or “Miss T B”, as the students 

know her) for her incredible work with Year 7. She has built strong, supportive relationships with the 

students and has gone above and beyond to ensure their success and wellbeing.  



Finally, a sincere thank you to you—our parents and carers—for your support throughout this year. I 

understand that the transition to secondary school can be challenging not only for students but for families 

as well. It has been a pleasure to build relationships with you, support you where needed and, most 

importantly, work together to help your child thrive. I look forward to continuing this partnership in the 

year ahead.          Mr D Hodgkinson - Head of Year 7 

YEAR 8 

As the term comes to end, it is a good time to reflect on the progress made and challenges overcome. This 

term has been filled with valuable learning experiences, both inside and outside the classroom.  

Our Devon trip supported students to master the concepts of building stronger relationships with peers, 

whilst contributing towards personal development and growth. 

Having the opportunity to complete Year 8 PPEs, helped build resilience and deeper understanding of the 

GCSE process. Looking ahead, the lessons learned this term will serve as a strong foundation for future 

success. 

Thank you for all the efforts and hard work throughout the term.   Now it's time to relax and enjoy a  

well- deserved break.          Mrs C Bently – Head of Year 8  

YEAR 9 

As we come to the end of this chapter together, I wanted to take a moment to say a heartfelt thank you to 
each and every one of you for your support, encouragement and collaboration over the past two years. It 
has been such a pleasure working alongside you to guide, support and cheer on our wonderful young 
people as they continue to grow and flourish. 

Looking ahead, I’m delighted that Ms Chapman will be taking over the leadership of the year group. Many 
of you may already know Ms Chapman; she has been working closely with the year group recently, getting 
to know them and building those all-important relationships. I know she is incredibly excited to support 
your children on the next step of their journey and will continue to bring the same care, consistency and 
high expectations we always strive for. 

For our students and families in this year group, the next academic year marks the beginning of their GCSE 
journey; a truly important and exciting time! We know this can feel a little daunting, but I have every 
confidence that with hard work, resilience, and the continued support of our families and staff, they will 
absolutely shine. 

Wishing all students and parents the very best of luck for the year ahead, I’ll be cheering you on every step 
of the way.          Miss R. Bhogal – Head of Year 9 

YEAR 10 

It’s been a great term for our Year 10’s. Students have really stepped up, shown maturity and taken on new 
challenges with a positive attitude. I have been particularly impressed with the number of students who 
are regularly taking part in the weekly Maths Challenge. We have been rewarding individual students who 
are making great progress and we will be continuing with the Maths Challenge in Year 11.  
 
I have seen a positive shift in the culture within the year group over the last few months it has been 
pleasing to see, well done.  
 



This term has been busy: Year 10 have received their target grades and two set of predicted grades. We are 
very much looking forward to seeing what the next academic year brings. The transition to the College is so 
exciting and I know the year group are eager to do all they can to reach their target grades. At this point, 
we expect all students to be regularly revising during their own time to secure the best possible outcomes.  
 
Many of our Geography students recently took part in trips to Hunstanton which provided them with a 
fantastic opportunity to put into practice some of the techniques they were taught in class.   
 
We are really pleased so many of our students are going on the Blood Brothers trip at the start of Year 11. 
This will be of great benefit in the English and Drama GCSE exams.  
 
We welcome Mrs Brennan to the team and wish Ms Marsden many happy times with her new year group. 
Thank you to both Progress Assistant Leaders.  
 
A reminder for next year, attendance has a direct link to academic progress. Everyday matters, every lesson 
counts. 
 
Thank you, parents and carers, for your continued support this term. 
 
Well-done Year 10 for your efforts this year. Have a lovely summer.          Miss Bramley – Head of Year 10 
 

YEAR 11 

For the last bulletin I would like to share my goodbye speech from the leavers assembly: 

 ‘When I took over the year group at the end of Year 9, Ms Bentley assured me, “They’re a fantastic group 

with huge potential.” and she was absolutely right about the potential and you being such a fantastic year 

group. 

These past few years have been quite the rollercoaster. We’ve had fantastic times, some tears and lots and 

lots of drama. But somehow, through it all you’ve calmly made it to this point—smiling (mostly), but going 

into your GCSEs with so much determination, maturity and aspirations. 

You’ve made me laugh (and very nearly cry at times!), you’ve also made me occasionally question my life 

choices - whilst being dressed up in Greggs merchandise and collecting lunch from Wigston on a busy 

Friday lunchtime or wearing school uniform in 30 degrees heat! But overall, you have mostly made me very 

very proud to be your Head of Year! 

But what I’ve loved the most is watching how you’ve grown—not just academically, but as people. One 

thing that has truly stood out to me is how you’ve embraced each other’s differences and celebrated each 

other’s successes. Whether through reward assemblies, sporting events or your amazing school shows, 

you’ve shown what it means to be supportive, inclusive and proud of one another. 

I hope that as you move on to the next chapter in your lives, you carry with you the friendships and 

memories you’ve made here. Whether those friendships last a lifetime or simply leave you with a smile 

when you think back, they’ve all played a huge part of who you are today. 

I want to give a special well-done to all the students who joined our school in Years 10 and 11. Starting at a 

new school is never easy — but to do it during such a crucial stage of your education and at a time that’s 

already full of pressure, takes real courage. You’ve shown resilience, maturity and determination. You’ve 

not only settled in brilliantly, but you’ve become a valued part of our school community, so well done! 



I’d like to take a moment to say a huge thank you to a group of students who have worked so hard 

throughout Year 10 and 11 – our amazing School Council.  I can honestly say I have never worked with such 

an organised, motivated and dedicated team of people. You’ve gone above and beyond, time and time 

again. From raising incredible amounts of money for charities, to helping fund rewards and, of course, 

making the School Prom possible – your efforts have made our jobs so much easier!  Thank you. 

So, as you move on to college, sixth form or just the next adventure—take with you that energy, that 

resilience, the memories and lessons that you have learnt along the way. 

You have made your mark on this school and I have no doubt you’ll go on to do even greater things. 

Thanks for being an unforgettable year group (my favourite Year group) and please don’t forget us as we 

most certainly will not forget you! 

I’d also like to take this opportunity to thank you as parents and carers for your constant support over the 

last few years especially during GCSEs. Good luck Year 11, enjoy your very well-deserved Summer! 

Mrs Chapman and the Year 11 team 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 

Khaleesi Allsop Eliza Archer Kayla-Paige Bale Haidee Addison 

Daisy Grace Isabelle Derry William Beart Joseph Barker 

Eva Hill Zsofia Dickson Gaia Byrne Olivia Boulter 

Alexa Johnson Luke Harris Victorious Chulu Chloe Burch 

Jude Macken Zak Harris Jess Cooper Nyasha Chikuni 

Georgia McLeod Jonah Hill Freya Dell Amelia Dubbins 

Cassia Overton-Pears Joshua Hill Steven Gao Grace Garner 

Mason Percival Zachary Jewell Seth Gilbert Leo Gillespie 

Bernard Poultney Jassica Sarai Mihika Gotmare Elyse Harvey 

Lola Robertson Amelia Szatanska Lincoln Gralewski Mehmet Vural 

 

Here are our top ten students so far this year.  As always, students have been selected for 

their attitude to learning, good behaviour and excellent attendance.  Well done to all of 

you! 

 



 

 



Pride in Year 10 Poetry Exploration 

 This term Year 10 have been studying the poems of the Power and Conflict Anthology in lessons. This is a 

challenging and often complex series of poems to understand.  The English department have been really 

proud of the resilience and engagement of our students in lessons.  Here is a selection of some of the 

anthologies from three of our classes (all different sets) taught by Mrs Patel and Mrs Hall which showcase 

our use of best learner practice and the deep thinking of students. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  



 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



Exciting news from the English Department – we 
have published writers! 
Throughout the year, we have entered several competitions launched by the Young Writers Organisation. 
Our students were invited to show off their creativity by rising to the challenge, and they did – showing 
ambition and engagement. There was a different task per competition which included writing: a poem 
about an important topic, a mini saga, a poem themed around The Beautiful Truth, Twisted Tales and many 
more! 

The Young Writers Organisation often receive thousands of entries from students across the country and 
we had some remarkable entries from over 200 students throughout the year. Our students show their 
creativity in many ways in lessons, but these competition entries are written independently and it has been 
lovely to see some of our reluctant writers getting involved too. All of our talented students’ entries were 
accepted and many of those had their work published in the Young Writers Anthologies.  
 

   

   

 



 

  

  

Lunchtime Creative Writing Club 

Our lunchtime Creative Writing Club, with Miss Syeed, has been a resounding success this year for our 

fantastic Year 7 and 8 pupils. It has provided pupils with a welcoming space to explore their imagination 

and develop their writing skills. Each week, we have explored a different feature of creative writing and 

pupils have been encouraged to try different styles and genres – from poetry and short stories to journaling 

and scriptwriting – allowing them to discover their own creative voice. Sixteen wonderful students across 

both year groups have participated with enthusiasm and have developed a confidence in self-expression, a 

love for storytelling and a skill in refining their initial ideas. It’s been wonderful to see so many budding 

writers grow in skill and eagerness! 



 

Improving Literacy 

Improving literacy is always a priority for the whole school.  This year we have seen several major 

developments to support our students in becoming the best readers they can be.  One big change has been 

the transformation of our library space and new software system.  The new space has certainly been a hit 

with students at lunchtime and after school and Year 7 have had the pleasure of regular library lessons. 

We have also created the Student Literacy Champions. These are a group of students who have 

volunteered to champion reading, writing, speaking and listening across the school. Our Student Literacy 

Champions have been trained on the school's library software so that they can volunteer to run the library 

during lunchtime and to also help promote the library across the school. This has included creating posters, 

which are spread across the school, to advertise the library and to promote a love of reading. They have 

also given their time to give a voice to the literacy initiatives across the school, letting us know how they 

are working, what could be improved and if there is anything else we can do to improve literacy. So far, 

they have been inspirational in their feedback and ideas that will help Wigston Academy to move forward 

and become a leader in literacy.  

Some of our Student Literacy Champions have also volunteered to do assemblies to show their peers how 

important reading is to their learning and their futures. We are very proud of our Student Literacy 

Champions at Wigston Academy and their dedication to helping make the school a place where literacy is 

valued highly and showing that our students are heard. 

We are excited about the further developments for next year, including an exciting new relationship with 

Kibworth Books to promote reading for everyone. 

 

 

Reading Matters!

The summer holiday is an excellent time to engage with reading for pleasure. The
English department would like to invite as many students as possible to take up
the summer reading challenge.
Bene ts of reading
                                     
Reading is a gateway to learning anything about everything. It helps you discover
new things and educate yourself in any area of life you are interested in. You can
find a book on just about any subject you can imagine, dive in and start learning.
Your child can learn about their interests (and even themselves) through reading
things they enjoy.
                                               
When we watch television or a movie, all the information is given to us on the
screen  there s nothing we need to imagine. A book in its pure form is just words
on a page, and our minds have to do the work, imagining the words coming to
life. This does wonders to develop our creativity and imagination.
                                             
Giving your child access to a world of words is one of the best ways to improve
their vocabulary and enhance their spelling skills. New knowledge that s gained
through enjoyment has a tendency to stick and doesn t even feel like work! Both
their written and spoken communication abilities can be improved through
regular reading.
                                                 
Not only does reading focus your attention entirely on the task at hand, it also
immerses you in the information, improving concentration and memory of what
you read. Getting completely involved in a book can help us relax and feel calm.



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sparx Maths 

We would like to start off by thanking all parents and carers of pupils who have helped support the 

completion of Sparx Maths this year. We hope you have found the system both helpful and informative. We 

can’t stress enough the importance of completing this homework to further support and supplement the 

learning in lessons.  

Sparx can also be used to support independent learning so is accessible throughout the summer should 

pupils want to continue to master their mathematical skills. 

C              to the following pupils who have managed to complete 100% of the homework and meet 

the deadline for the homework 100% of the time as well. We all know the importance of meeting 

deadlines. 

Daisy Lock Year 10 10B/M 2  

Ernie Atkinson Year 11 11A/M 1 

Scarlet Dalton Year 11 11A/M 1 

Manraj Dhani Year 11 11A/M 1 

Charlotte Vann Year 11 11A/M 1 

Alexandra Leeson Year 11 11W/M 1 

Charlotte Varney Year 8 8J/M 2  

 
The following pupils are to be congratulated for the highest XP boost (completing work above and beyond 
the homework) in each year group 
 

Florence Edwards Year 7 7K/M 2  

Lily Renshaw Year 8 8K/M 1  

Victorious Chulu Year 9 9J/M 2  

Faith Hargrave Year 10 10B/M 4  

Zac Marquis Year 11 11W/M 3 

 

The National Museum of Computing 

Seventeen enthused Year 7 Wigston Academy students visited the National Museum of Computing 

(TNMOC) which is based at Bletchley Park on Friday 20th June 2025 with Mrs Nemaura.  Bletchley Park 

offers a historical experience focused on its role as the top-secret home of World War II codebreakers. 

TNMOC is a UK-based museum that is dedicated to collecting and restoring historic computer systems and 

is home to the world's largest collection of working historic computers. 

Students were enthused with the Bombe gallery which tells the story of Cryptanalysis of the Enigma. 

Students used the Enigma machines which were used by the Germans before and during WWII for sending 

secret messages to solve international morse code. Alan Turing further developed, and Gordon Welchman 

enhanced, an idea implemented by Polish codebreakers, of a machine to assist in decrypting Enigma 

messages. This gallery houses a fully working replica of a Bombe machine, a working replica Enigma and 

various related artefacts. Students also visited the Colossus, the world's first electronic computer which had 

a single purpose: to help decipher the Lorenz-encrypted (Tunny) messages between Hitler and his generals 

during World War II.  

https://maths.sparx-learning.com/teacher/group/42fd085a-683b-11ef-a5db-13c5793264af/homework/hand-in?s=wigstonacademy
https://maths.sparx-learning.com/teacher/group/42cc79c4-683b-11ef-a5db-8bdf622d9d02/homework/hand-in?s=wigstonacademy
https://maths.sparx-learning.com/teacher/group/42cc79c4-683b-11ef-a5db-8bdf622d9d02/homework/hand-in?s=wigstonacademy
https://maths.sparx-learning.com/teacher/group/42cc79c4-683b-11ef-a5db-8bdf622d9d02/homework/hand-in?s=wigstonacademy
https://maths.sparx-learning.com/teacher/group/42cc79c4-683b-11ef-a5db-8bdf622d9d02/homework/hand-in?s=wigstonacademy
https://maths.sparx-learning.com/teacher/group/42c89476-683b-11ef-a5db-1fb3d60f3534/homework/hand-in?s=wigstonacademy
https://maths.sparx-learning.com/teacher/group/42f3300a-683b-11ef-a5db-af89253f3d3c/homework/hand-in?s=wigstonacademy
https://maths.sparx-learning.com/teacher/group/42e4335c-683b-11ef-a5db-77b66d7f09a7/homework/hand-in?s=wigstonacademy
https://maths.sparx-learning.com/teacher/group/42d6e436-683b-11ef-a5db-87eaf42df51e/homework/hand-in?s=wigstonacademy
https://maths.sparx-learning.com/teacher/group/42dde3bc-683b-11ef-a5db-17935d385aba/homework/hand-in?s=wigstonacademy
https://maths.sparx-learning.com/teacher/group/42bf2c92-683b-11ef-a5db-c3062013208e/homework/hand-in?s=wigstonacademy
https://maths.sparx-learning.com/teacher/group/42c568c8-683b-11ef-a5db-07b55477d285/homework/hand-in?s=wigstonacademy


Other activities completed on the day were: Codename Cipher where students learnt about encryption and 

had the opportunity to create their own ciphers; Modern Electronic Computing – a journey through the 

evolution of computing from the 1980s to the present day; Virtual Reality (VR) – a hands-on, collaborative 

experience where students used VR to solve fast-paced problems and build communication skills; and 

Robotics and AI – an exploration of artificial intelligence, including ethical considerations and challenges 

around inclusive legislation using the morale machine. 

Students enjoyed the visit and look forward to future Computer Science trips and STEM learning activities 

to enrich their learning. 

 

 

The Stephen Lawrence Ambassador Symposium – 

24th June 2025 

Nine students represented Wigston Academy at the Stephen Lawrence Ambassador Symposium where 150 

ambassadors from other schools across Leicester and Leicestershire attended. They were accompanied by 

Mrs Nemaura and Mr Sevens. The symposium offered a valuable opportunity to meet ambassadors from 

other schools and learn more about the legacy and continuing work inspired by Stephen Lawrence 

Research Centre at De Montfort University. The event started with welcome addresses from the original 

ambassadors who started in 2019. This was followed by a question and answer session which included a 

panel of senior teachers who shared their wide knowledge on questions asked by ambassadors. Students 

learnt about what other schools were doing such as a Friendship Bench; the Great Get Together; tapping 

into parents by getting them to share in assemblies and there were calls to celebrate Leicester all year 

around to ensure anti-racism is part of the fabric of our community at Wigston Academy. Other activities 

included a secondary workshop on citizenship, leadership and political literacy which was led by Leicester’s 

first Black Lord Mayor George Cole where students looked at leadership qualities and ended with an 

upstander pledge.  Later we all met Baroness Doreen Lawrence who was overwhelmed by the work that 

the ambassadors are doing as part of her son’s legacy. The Baroness urged the ambassadors to be 

ambitious as her son wanted to achieve academically as well. This was followed by pictures with Baroness 

Lawrence and each school.  Two students from Wigston Academy presented to the room of over 150 

attendees on why they were upstanders – Ubaid and Ashleyln were very composed and articulate on why 

they were upstanders and not bystanders. The nine ambassadors were a real credit to the Academy as they 



engaged positively. The event closed with presentation of Stephen Lawrence Ambassador badges and 

creative postcards showing their commitment. Students were inspired and are looking forward to making 

changes at Wigston Academy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Art and Graphics 

For the final part of the year in ADT, Year 9  have been working on cross curricular projects.  

Students have been given the RARER values as their initial inspiration and have been tasked with creating 

something in each subject area that not only showcases the values but also combines the values with the 

work of artists.  

In Art and Textiles, students have been creating a graffiti wall and were given resilience and engagement as 

their words. The artists they were given to create work inspired by were Jon Burgerman, Kandinsky and 

Mondrian.  

The work has allowed the students to create something linked to the artist of their choice and develop it in 

a graffiti style.  

  

 



  

  

 

 

On Friday 23rd May 2025, a group of around 100 Year 9 students were visited by Dr Maria Faraone, Senior 

Lecturer in the School of Architecture at Oxford Brookes University. She led a discussion on what 

architecture is and how it affects our daily lives. Students learned about the importance of considering 

different types of buildings and how they can be designed to best serve the needs of the people who use 

them. 

Dr Faraone also explained the connections between architecture and the subjects students study at school. 

She provided insight into the variety of career paths available in the field of architecture and the broader 

built environment. 



Following the talk, a workshop was held with 23 students who used their artistic skills to create collages 

exploring the use of buildings. They then presented their work to the group, explaining the decisions 

behind their designs. Dr Faraone was impressed by the high level of creativity shown by all participants in 

the activity. 

  

  

  

 



  

  

  



  

 

 

In Food, students have been creating shortbread in the letters that spell out RESPECT and then decorated 

them using a variety of toppings.  

 

             

 

 

 

 

 

 



PE and Sports News 

It has been another busy term for the students in PE and Sports – lots of clubs, fixtures and events! 
 

Girls Football 

The Year 10/11 Girls Football team faced Martin High School at home in the semi-final of the County Cup. 

After a tough 80 minutes, the teams were all level at 1 each so the game went to penalties. Our girls held 

their nerve to win 3-2 and book their place at Seagrave for the County Cup Final. 

 

The girls faced a very talented Market Bosworth side in the final and it proved to be a step too far as they 

lost in normal time. County Cup runners-up is a great achievement for the girls and added to their Oadby 

and Wigston League and Futsal titles - it has been another brilliant season for them. Well done all! 

 
      
 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Sports Leaders 

Our amazing Sports Leaders’ busy year continued this term with a variety of events. 

 

A small group of Sports Leaders helped at the Birkett House Sports Festival. It was a great day and a brilliant 

experience for our leaders who, once again, received lots of positive feedback. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Another group helped at the Little Hill Sports Day. Again, the students showed high levels of responsibility 

and maturity to run events for the Primary students and receive more incredible feedback.  We also hosted 

our final Primary event of the year - this time Rounders. Again, our leaders were superb and the organisers 

commented on how important they were in the running of these events.  

 

A big well done to all of our Sports Leaders this year.  

 

Primary Girls Football Festival 

Our Year 7 and 9 Girls Football Activators were back in action this half term as they helped run the Oadby 

and Wigston Primary Girls Football Festival alongside our friends at SLSSP. 

 

It was a great afternoon on our astroturf and saw over 40 students being led and inspired by our students, 

all of whom are keen footballers. Well done all. 

 

Athletics 

In May, we took 86 students from Year 7 to Year 10 to Saffron Lane for the Area Athletics Competition. It 

was an absolute pleasure spending the day with the students who showed amazing team spirit throughout, 

continually cheering each other on. It proved useful, as we claimed 15 x 1st place individual finishes and 15 

students qualifying for the County Athletics Event.  

 

We also had 4 overall teams finish in medal places: 

U13 Girls (Year 7) – 3rd 

U15 Boys (Year 8/9) – 2nd 

U17 Boys (Year 10) – 2nd 

U17 Girls (Year 10) – 1st and Area Champions! 

 

Brilliant work everyone – well done! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Later in the term, the 15 County Qualifiers travelled to Loughborough University for the County 

Championships. Again, it was a great day with some fantastic performances. 

 

 



A special mention to Year 9 Lucas (800m Silver), Year 10 Haidee (Discus Silver) and Year 10 Hollie (Long 

Jump Gold – County Champion!). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

      

 

               

 

 

Cricket 

We had our first cricket fixture of the year in June, as our Mixed Year 7/8 team travelled to Broughton 

Astley Leisure Centre for the Indoor Cricket Tournament. 

 

Although we were the most inexperienced team there (and the only one with girls playing!), the team 

played really well and showed a brilliant, positive attitude. Well done all. 

 

Wimbledon 

In June, a group of our Year 10 GCSE PE students were lucky enough to go to the opening day of the 

Wimbledon Tennis Championships. Despite a very hot day (the hottest opening day ever!) the students had 

an amazing time watching world class tennis in one of the best venues in the world. We hope they all 

enjoyed it and well done on how you conducted yourselves throughout! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sports Awards 

To mark the end of another busy and successful year of Sport at Wigston Academy, we held our annual 

Sports Awards Evening at the start of July. It was lovely to welcome nearly 200 people to join us in the hall 

at the College and celebrate our brilliant students. 

 

A big well done and thank you to every single student that has attended extra-curricular clubs, been a 

Sports Leader and represented the school in Sport this year. Your hard work and dedication is great to see. 

Another well done to our 53 different award winners on the night. We’d also like to say thank you to our 

Guest Speakers – England Karate Athlete Ysabel Juniper-Smith and Leicester and Scotland Footballer Sophie 

Howard. It was great to hear about their inspirational careers so far and we appreciate them giving up their 

time to be with us. 

 

A special mention to our Team of the Year – the Year 10 Girls Athletics Team and our Overall Sportsman and 

Sportswoman of the Year – Year 9 Frankie and Year 10 Hollie! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

 

 

PE Twitter – Up-to-date Information 

To keep up to date with information from the PE department, please follow our Twitter account: 

@WigstonAcadPE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Thank you to all students, parents and carers and staff for supporting our charity and community events 

last term. We are still looking for donations for our Preloved Uniform shop which will be open at our Year 7 

Induction evening on 7th July and during the final week; look out for updates on the WAT app. 

 

All students were able to take part in our non-uniform day in support of Comic Relief on Friday 21st March. 

Thank you to everyone who donated we raised £547.61 for charity. 

We also challenged our students to see how funny they could be and lots of students across year 7 and 

year 11 entered a joke into our competition. Here are our winning jokes, the winners all received an easter 

egg! 

  

 

  

 

We are looking for any good quality, clean, non-damaged items that you would like to donate: please bring 

them into main reception at the Academy. The uniform shop will be open in main reception on Tuesday 8th 

July, 12pm – 2pm and Wednesday 9th July, 2pm – 3.30pm. (Damaged and soiled items won’t be able to be 

sold and will be disposed of) 

Making a change – currently only 1% of clothing is recycled, lets help to make a difference! 

     

Community News 

Comic Relief – Friday 21st March 2025 

Wigston Academy Preloved Uniform Shop 



 

We had the pleasure of welcoming our Year 5 students from Little Hill, Thythorn, The Meadow and All 

Saints primary schools to take part in an activity morning at the Academy after the success of last year’s 

event. They took part in a variety of activities from Science, PE, English and ADT. This was a great 

opportunity for the students to visit the Academy, familiarise themselves with the building and meet some 

key staff. We look forward to working with staff and meeting them again in Year 6. 

 

   

 

  

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

Year 5 Activity Mornings – 1st April to 4th April 



   

 

 

Back in February we took 27 students from Year 10, 11 and 12 to Canada on our ski trip. Over the week 

they had five days skiing at Mont St Anne in Quebec, we went bowling in the evening and went to an ice 

hockey match. We then travelled to Toronto where we visited Niagara Falls and went to the top of the NC 

Tower. Overall, we had a great week and truly experienced some once in a lifetime opportunities.  The 

students were a credit to the Academy. We look forward to Ski USA 2027! 

   

   

 

Year 8 Exmouth Camp 2025 

On June 16th we took 81 Year 8 students and 10 staff on our annual camp trip to Exmouth. We were blessed 

with beautiful weather across the whole week.  During the day the students took part in bushcraft, team 

challenge and circus skills. When down on the beach as part of their water sports activities, they were able 

to participate in paddle boarding, kayaking and the Mega Sup. We all took a boat trip to Dawlish and 

students had some free time to go shopping and enjoy the fair rides and amusements at the Warren. In the 

evening the enjoyed some Archery Tag, quiz, Bingo, BBQ and a disco on the final night! As always the 

students represented the Academy brilliantly across the week and we look forward to returning next year! 

 

Wigston Academy Trips 2025 

Canada Ski Trip – February 2025 



   

    

 

Careers Update  

Year 11 – Results Day – 21st August 2025 
The Careers team will be available to support students when 

they collect their results. We hope to be congratulating you all 

and sending you off to celebrate the new chapter in life. 

However, if this is not the case, the careers staff are there to 

support and help your transition. Remember, this isn’t the end, 

it’s stepping stones for bigger things!  

There is more help and support available through the Careers 

page on the website: Careers Home | Wigston Multi Academy Trust  

Here is link to  The Parents’ Guide to results day – 2025 - TPGt-GCSE-Results-Day-2025-14.24.26.pdf 

 

 

 

 

https://wigstonmat.org/careers-home/
https://wigstonmat.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/54/2025/06/TPGt-GCSE-Results-Day-2025-14.24.26.pdf


Year 10 – Meet the Employer – 27th June 2025 
This was the final event for the 

Careers Team this and was a great 

success. We had 22 local 

employers from a wide range of 

sectors including the Armed 

Forces, NHS, Fire Service, The 

Police, Financial advisors, Forest 

Management and many more. In 

small groups students had six 

minutes to ask about their jobs, 

likes and dislikes, route to employment and links to employability skills. In the speed networking session 

each group got the chance to talk to 7 or 8 different people finding out about jobs they perhaps hadn’t 

heard about before the event. Although a little nervous to start with, the students left the session feeling 

more positive and confident about the conversations they had.  

Thank you to everyone who gave up their time to support our young people in their career journey.   

 

Year 7 – Enterprise Project  - May and June 2025 
Year 7 had a very successful careers and enterprise project. This was to plan a charity event for a charity of 

their choice. They had to plan the event, including who would be their target audience, where to hold the 

event and marketing. The students had to design and make a poster for what their charity event would be 

and work out the costs and funds they could potentially raise. The winning group presented to a panel 

made up of Miss Tabor-Brown, Mrs Box and representatives from the local business community. Thank you 

to Dave Goodman (Soar Valley Press) and Lara Best (Love4Life) for coming along to help out. The judges 

were full of praise for the best presentation and event. Congratulations to all those students who 

represented their tutor groups and the overall winning group from 7LMc.  

 

Performing Arts 

Performing Arts have had an extremely busy year with our four main productions complete as well as a KS3 

talent show. Our students were part of WAT Live in November, Winter Wonderland in December, We Will 

Rock You in March and finally Summer Fiesta in June.  Our KS3 talent show showcased KS3 students from 

Wigston Academies Trust.  

We have had a plethora of students involved across all year groups and it has been a hugely successful year. 

We are particularly pleased with the year 7’s who have engaged with performing arts, and we are sure this 

will increase and we look forward to their involvement next year. 

Students have also taken part in a theatre trip to the Little Theatre to watch Footloose. There were 37 

students that went to watch this performance by an amateur society.  

It would be remiss of us not to give a huge thanks to our outgoing students who have supported us show 

on show, year on year, some being with us from the very start of year 7.  Their enthusiasm for music and 

performing arts has been outstanding. Their willingness to guide, nurture and support the younger 



students has been truly inspiring and we are sure many students will have learned from their example. 

Thank you to you all, we will miss you, and we all wish you well for your futures, please come back and visit 

us and keep us posted on your next steps. 

We have had a huge fundraising year at the Trust for LOROS and raised over £2,000, we took part in the 

STOMP around Leicester project.  Our students designed the elephant and we had four dedicated students 

who painted it. We are extremely pleased of our finished elephant named Pixie Bo and our thanks to the 

students involved.  If you are interested in following the trail and want to see the elephants please follow 

the link.  The app will be available to download and you will be able to hunt and find all 88 baby elephants 

https://stomproundleicester.co.uk/schools-colleges-community-groups/  

Few important dates: 
• 2nd July Baby Elephants went live 
• 9th July – our Stomp Round Leicester app will be live and available to download. 
• From 14th July, merchandise will be available to buy in our LOROS This & That shop. There will also 

be a poster with all baby elephant designs on. This will be A3 size – great for putting up on display 
boards in schools or community buildings. A physical map will also be available. 

• 14th July – the large elephants will be live on the trail 
• 21st September the trail ends 

 

Finally, thank you to you our audiences for your continued support, and all our wonderful students that 

take part in Performing Arts, whether on stage or behind the scenes, they are learning key skills that are 

invaluable. We look forward to seeing you next year. Our productions will be WAT Live in October, Winter 

Wonderland in December, 2026 show in March and Summer Fiesta  in June.  Tickets will be on sale for them 

all in September. 

Miss Watkiss - Head of Performing Arts 

          

         

https://stomproundleicester.co.uk/schools-colleges-community-groups/


  

  

                 

 


